Volume 61 Issue 7 April 2012
IN THIS ISSUE

Privatization: The Public Policy Debate

Privatization Study
CoPresident’s Message
Advances in Plasma Waste....
New Facebook page
International Relations
LWVUS Education Position
Kudos to PNJ
Calendar
Privatization Study Questions

YOUR BOARD MEMBERS
Officers:
Dr. Paula Montgomery and
Dr.Rosemary Hays-Thomas,
CoPresidents
Janet deLorge, 2nd Vice Pres.
Marilyn Badessa, Treasurer
Haley Richards, Secretary
Directors:
Claudia Brown-Curry
Vivian Faircloth
Mary Gutierrez
Carolyn Kolb
Carol Pulley
Michelle Reese
Ellen Roston
Betty Vickers

www.lwvpba.org
lwvpba at gmail.com
Phone: (850)937-7769
facebook page
Note: LWV Florida has a new
website URL
www.TheFloridaVoter.org
LWVF facebook page
www.lwv.org
LWVUS facebook page

April 21, 2012
Privatization Study Committee
Dr. Don Freeman, Chair
Tryon Branch Library, Langley Ave.
Coffee 9:15 a.m. - Program 9:45 a.m.
n April 21, the Privatization Committee will present their research on the
privatization of public services at the monthly meeting of the League.
Committee members Don Freeman, chair, Vivian Faircloth, Elizabeth King,
Carolyn Kolb, Carol Michalski, Shirley Lewis-Brown and Doreen Swartz will
discuss how governments shift, share or transfer functions and how the public and
private sectors work together to accomplish public programs and projects.

O

Freeman said, “ Privatization is a timely topic. It is also complex, controversial and
problematic”. He pointed out that even before the Great Recession, privatization
had become more important because funding for public services has become very
scarce and, simultaneously, there was a surplus of private funding sitting on the
sidelines because investors wished to avoid risky investments. In buying or taking
over the management of public services, private investors believed they had found a
safe place to invest their monies, with long-term, guaranteed profits.
Federal, state and local governments own extensive assets and are major employers.
Governments often consider selling assets, and outsourcing some functions and
services to the private sector, including “core” government services such as
providing for the safety, security and general welfare (public well-being) of
citizens, the economy and our country. Privatization of these government assets,
services and functions has been occurring for decades at all levels of government.
The consequences of “privatizing” a government service or function, in particular,
may enhance the function or service. Alternatively, it may reduce or alter functions
and services. Government revenues may be reduced or lost and jobs may be cut. In
some instances, this may have a detrimental effect on the “common good” or public
well-being.
The purpose of this study is to identify policies and parameters that should be
considered when any governmental entity is planning to undertake some type of
privatization process. Background articles were published in our Voters for Dec
2011/Jan 2012, February 2012 and March 2012. Links to background material can
be found at www.lwv.org or www.lwvpba.org. Also of interest is the panel video at
lwvpdx.org of the LWV of Portland Oregon program.
Following the presentation by the committee, the consensus questions will be
discussed. The questions are found on pages 5 & 6. Please bring them with you.
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CoPresident’s Message
ith all the
things that
call for our
attention, I
want to focus on two
CoPresidents Paula Montgomery (L)
for this letter: funding
and Rosemary Hays-Thomas (R)
for the library and
merit retention of
judges. For other issues of concern to League, please read
the rest of this Voter.

W

First, turning to the library, our local and state Leagues
both have policy positions which state "support(s) full
funding of eligible public library systems provided in
Section 257.17 Florida Statutes." We are strongly
opposed to the Escambia County Board of Commissioners'
proposed reversal of its agreement with the city of
Pensacola to provide financial support for our public
library system.
We understand that times are tough in general, and the
state is demanding that the county pay millions of dollars
for Medicaid services. We do not understand why the
county persists in reducing the property tax millage rate
instead of adequately funding needed services such as our
public library. It makes no sense.
If you receive your Voter before April 12th, please
contact your county commissioner and let him or her know
how vital the library is to our community, and that avenues
other than the abandonment of library funding must be
explored. If you receive this Voter after the 12th, contact
your Commissioners and let them know how you feel about
the importance of adequate library funding.
Our library system provides services to our community
other than the lending of books and CDs. The Library
provides meeting rooms for public events. Last year the
system provided computer access for 162,000 of our
residents, and librarians answered information requests
from 80,000 people. Businesses that are considering a new
Pensacola location look at all of our public services,
including libraries.
By the way, please make plans to attend the Spring
Book Sale put on by the Friends of the Pensacola Public
Library. It will take place April 27, 28, and 29 at the
Wright Place, 80 East Wright Street, next to The First
United Methodist Church. Friday hours for a pre-sale are
4 pm to 8 pm. On Saturday the hours will be 9 am to 5 pm.
On Sunday the hours for a Bag Sale will be Noon to 3 pm.
Merit Retention of Judges On March 21, our League's
Hot Topic lunch featured Scott G. Hawkins and Gwynne
Young, the President and President-Elect of the Florida Bar
Association. The topic was "What Citizens Should Know
about Judicial Selection, Election and Retention." Almost
50 people attended, including Leaguers, attorneys, and
interested members of the public.

The speakers explained what is meant by the "merit
retention" of judges. The names of judges, who are up for
merit retention, are listed on the ballot. We are asked to
vote on whether or not the judges should keep their
positions, based on their records and reputation. The
problem for voters is that most are not familiar with
individual judges and what they do. Most judges do not
come to public attention unless there is a particularly
sensational trial or the judge gets into trouble him or
herself.
The duties of the judge are to enforce rules of
procedure and apply the rules of evidence, as well as to
protect the mandates of the Constitution, to provide a fair
trial and promote equal justice for all. In doing a good
job, the judge may not come to public notice at all.
Judges’ rulings are based on law, not on a personal whim.
Therefore, it is not a good idea to vote against judges just
because you don't recognize their names.
Some individuals may not like a particular ruling and
may accuse the judge of bias or "judicial activism" and
campaign to get that judge removed. In other words they
may want to punish the judge for his or her ruling. What
can the judge do in self-defense? The answer to that
question is, ‘not much’. Judges cannot talk about their
rulings or explain them. They cannot campaign by saying
how they will rule in future cases. Unlike elected
politicians, judges cannot brag about what they have done
or tell what they plan to do.
What does the League plan to do to address this
dilemma? Education is the answer. The state League
plans to distribute 100,000 copies of the Florida Bar's
judicial retention pamphlet in advance of the August
primary election. This pamphlet will include general
information from polls of attorneys who have argued
before individual judges and can evaluate their judicial
competence. The state League will also include a section
on merit retention and the Supreme Court Justices in our
2012 Special Edition Voter Guide prior to the November
election.
You will be hearing more about this issue as election
time approaches.

Paula

Scott Hawkins, Lauren Anzaldo and Gwynne Young
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"Advances in Plasma Waste-to-Energy
Technology"
Report of March 17th League Meeting
Andrea Walker
Dave Robeau, certified
LEED AP, self-proclaimed
"Garbologist" and "Tree
Hugger", has spent the last
six years with the Air
Force developing the
technology to address
plasma waste. According
to Robeau, the average
person generates about
four and a half pounds of
garbage per day. What to
do with garbage and where
it goes is a huge issue,
especially in the Northeast.
In a recent study of
transportation costs, MIT
learned that garbage from
New York travels to South Carolina, thus creating a large
carbon footprint, considering costs of transportation and fuel.
(Many garbage trucks get about three to four miles per
gallon.)
We have not progressed since the era of Mesopotamia.
We still dig a hole and bury fifty to sixty percent of our
garbage. Landfills create methane, a powerful greenhouse
gas, making this one of our most impactive behaviors.
Furthermore, the American military creates about eight and a
half pounds of garbage per person per day. In Afghanistan,
this waste is burned in large pits creating two hazards: impact
on health of American servicemen and a black trail of smoke
near the airstrips which alerts the enemy.
According to Robeau, landfills fall into two categories:
those that have failed and those that will fail. Finally, not all
garbage dumps are on land. The Great Pacific Garbage Patch
located in the North Pacific Ocean is estimated at twice the
size of the United States.
A sustainable waste management solution is the
conversion of garbage to plasma waste.
Wikipedia defines plasma gasification as a process to convert
organic matter into syngas by using plasma processing.
Plasma gasification technologies use an electric arc gasifier
(plasma torch) to create a high-temperature ionized gas
which breaks organic matter primarily into syngas and solid
waste (slag) in a controlled vessel (plasma converter-either
furnace or reactor).
The basic process is one of heat of nine thousand
degrees, taking the garbage through the cycle of solid to
liquid to gas to ionized gas. At the atomic level, molecules
are disassociated, creating syngas. This method has the
benefit of being cost effective as well as producing energy
exponentially. Robeau stressed the method is not one of
incineration. The level of heat 9000 degrees is way beyond
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incineration and results in a 95 percent reduction in
mercury, 95 percent reduction in sulfur dioxide, and 60
percent reduction in nitrogen oxide.
Robeau is the Plasma Waste project manager at
Hurlburt Field. The technology is the first in the military
and is operating at a levelized waste management cost,
resulting in a $700,000 savings to taxpayers per year.
Among benefits are: the project increases recycling; it is a
constant source of electricity; and it provides carbon
credits of $1.1 million per year.
The technology can handle almost any waste stream
but has not been tested with radiological waste. The
process produces slag with a ratio of twelve pounds
reduced to a lemon-sized piece of slag, something lovely
that looks a bit like obsidian. The inert slag passes
Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure (TCLP)
standards, can be sold, and has a variety of uses such as in
landscaping or jewelry. The waste heat recovery produces
an unlimited amount of steam which creates energy.
A big market exists for the torch, the crux of the
technology. Although the Air Force did not manufacture
the torch at Hurlburt, it has been used in the operation for
the past sixteen months. The equipment can now be
skid-mounted and flown to Afghanistan for military use.
Robeau presented one caveat that will finally
determine whether this new technology will be the
dramatic advance in solid waste disposal. The plasma
waste to energy has not been tested on a large scale, such
as a county's requirements for daily waste disposal, and
those results will be the final determinant of this
technology.

According to Robeau, "The cost of
inaction is enormous."
In the Q & A session that followed, we learned:
G The machinery has an approximate thirty-year life
span.
G Glass is treated in a dual stream and is critical to this
operation.
G Plastics equal high BTU's.
G Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties as well as ECUA
are looking at the project.
G DEP is a proponent.
G The torch at Hurlburt Field processes ten and a half
tons per day and does not create renewable energy.
The project would have to be scaled up for Escambia
County to about 650 tons per day.
G Long term, the project can create American jobs.
Join us at the new League of Women
Voters of the Pensacola Bay Area
Facebook page. Follow the League
news, write on the wall and connect
with other Leaguers
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International
Relations
Mexico: transborder
crime and governance
How can the U.S. and Mexico
deal with border issues and more?
exico’s border with Central America, as well as the
border it shares with the U.S., has been a pathway
for people, goods, crime and contraband in both
directions. How can Mexico address these
transborder challenges? What is the future of Mexico’s
relations with its northern and southern neighbors?
Join the International Relations Committee members
April 17th , 10:00 am in the Azalea Trace auditorium as they
discuss this new chapter in the Great Decisions book. The
Foreign Policy Association produces this balanced,
nonpartisan publication and encourages citizens to participate
in the foreign policy process. Contact Gene Feicht, at
479-3352 or gf1at students.uwf.edu. "

M

New LWVUS
Education Position Announced
he LWVUS Board approved a new Education
position at the March 2012 Board meeting.
Leagues throughout the country examined the role
of the federal government in public education in a
recent study. Consensus was reached on that role.

T

The League of Women Voters believes that the federal
government shares with other levels of government the
responsibility to provide an equitable, quality public
education for all children pre-K through grade 12. A quality
public education is essential for a strong, viable, and
sustainable democratic society and is a civil right.
Read more...

KUDOS to Pensacola
News Journal
The League sends a special THANK YOU to the
editorial board of the Pensacola News Journal. A recent
editorial clearly pointed out the negative impacts of the
restrictive election laws passed by the Florida Legislature in
the most recent session.
Andy Marlette's political cartoon, showing almost 90,000
fewer registrations in Florida this election year, made the
same point very succinctly.
It is imperative that the public become informed about
public issues and express our concerns to elected officials at
all levels of government. "

Calendar
3

Tuesday, Board Meeting - 5:30 pm at new Tryon
Branch Public Library, 1200 Langley Ave. Members
are welcome to attend.
12 Thursday, Privatization Committee, 1:00 pm at
Azalea Trace, Contact Don Freeman, 477-6626
12 Thursday, 9:00 am Escambia County
Commissioners Committee of the Whole/Budget
Workshop, library financing. BCC Meeting Room.

General Meeting
Saturday, April 21, 2012
“Privatization: The Public Policy Debate”
Consensus Meeting Dr. Don Freeman, Chair
Coffee 9:15 am - Program 9:45 am
Tryon Branch Library, Langley Avenue
17 Tuesday, 10 am International Relations Committee,
Azalea Trace Auditorium; Mexico: transborder crime
and governance led by Gene Feicht, chair. For further
information, contact Gene Feicht at 479-3352 or gf1 at
students.uwf.edu.
20 Tuesday, 5:30 pm Natural Resources Committee,
downtown library conference room (Gregory and
Spring Streets). For more information contact Mary
Gutierrez, gutmry at cox.net.
May
1 Tuesday, Board Meeting - 5:30 pm at new Tryon
Branch Public Library, 1200 Langley Ave. Members
are welcome to attend.
11-12 Council of Leaders in Tampa
14-29 Sisters Across the Straits Delegation Visit to
Cuba
19 Saturday morning, General Meeting, Tryon Branch
Library, Fiscal Challenges and Possible Fixes: A
Reality-based Appraisal of Where We Stand, speaker
Rick Harper, Ph.D.
June
2 Saturday morning, Annual Meeting.
8-12 LWVUS National Convention in Washington, D.C.

Welcome New Members!
Chelsea Schwitzerlett
Elizabeth W. Cook
[Editor’s Note: Mailing addressees, phone numbers and email
addresses can be found on the League roster. Email addresses in
this Voter will use the word ‘at’ instead of @ for your internet
protection.]
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Privatization Consensus Questions
1. As a general matter, the extent to which government
functions, services and assets have been privatized in the
past decade is:
__ Much too much __ Too much __ About right __
Too little __ Much too little __ No consensus
2. Core government services and functions important to the
well-being of the people should remain with government
and not be transferred to the private sector.
___Strongly agree ___ Agree ___ Disagree
___Strongly disagree ____No consensus
3. As a matter of good government policy, which of the
following criteria should be applied when making decisions
to transfer government services, assets and functions to the
private sector?
a. Transparency and Accountability: All government
contracts with private companies for services must ensure
public access to relevant records and information regarding
contracted services, functions and assets and provide for
adequate government oversight and control.
___High priority ___ Lower priority
___Not a priority __ No consensus
b. Public Well-being: Provisions are in place to assure that,
in the event any public services are to be privatized, there
will be no increased risks to public well-being, especially to
vulnerable populations.
___High priority ___ Lower priority
___Not a priority __ No consensus
c. Cost and Quality: Privatized services should not
appreciably increase the costs or decrease the quality of
services to the public.
___High priority ___ Lower priority
___Not a priority __ No consensus
d. Environmental and Natural Resources: Defined
parameters should be in place to assure that environmental
and natural resources are not compromised..
___High priority ___ Lower priority
___Not a priority __ No consensus
e. Contracts and Sales of Public Assets: All government
contracts and privatized public assets should be subject to
competitive bidding and comply with all laws regarding
awarding contracts.
___High priority ___ Lower priority
___Not a priority __ No consensus
f. Economic Impact: Privatization should not result in a
negative economic impact on
the communities in which the services are provided.
___High priority ___ Lower priority
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___Not a priority __ No consensus
g . Government Recovery of Services and Assets:
Provisions should be in place to recover key services,
assets and functions should the private sector fail to
safeguard them.
___High priority ___ Lower priority
___Not a priority __ No consensus
4. Privatization is not appropriate:
a. When the government lacks the will, ability or resources
to adequately oversee contracts with the private entity and
any successor thereto.
__Agree __Disagree __ No Consensus
b. When there is no private entity able or willing to
provide the service for the short and long term.
__Agree __Disagree __ No Consensus
c. When it poses a potential threat to national security.
__Agree __Disagree __ No Consensus
d. When it poses a risk to personal or security data.
__Agree __Disagree __ No Consensus
e. When there has been evidence of potential corruption.
__Agree __Disagree __ No Consensus
f. When the private entity’s goals and purposes are not
compatible with public well-being.
__Agree __Disagree __ No Consensus
g. When the private entity has not complied with existing
government requirements for public records, open
meetings or publication of reports and audits.
__Agree __Disagree __ No Consensus
h. When a loss of revenue decreases government support
for mandated or critical services.
__Agree __Disagree __ No Consensus
5. Some states have developed laws and regulations to
control the process of privatization within their
jurisdictions. As a general matter, should privatization be
regulated?
___ a. Yes, all privatization efforts should be
regulated.
___ b. Yes, some types of privatization efforts should
be regulated.
___ c. No, privatization efforts should never be
regulated
___ d. No consensus
6. Which of the following should be included in the
regulatory process when privatizing public assets, services
and functions?
Continue on page 5...
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Continued from page 6....
a. Timely public announcements regarding intentions to
privatize and the clear and measurable expected benefits to
the public
__Strongly agree __Agree __Disagree
__Strongly disagree __No consensus
b. Public and stakeholder (investors, shareholders, experts)
input into the decision and terms of the contract.
__Strongly agree __Agree __Disagree
__Strongly disagree __No consensus
c. Feasibility study regarding performance, costs and
benefits.
__Strongly agree __Agree __Disagree
__Strongly disagree __No consensus
d. Adherence to all laws regarding public contracts..
__Strongly agree __Agree __Disagree
__Strongly disagree __No consensus
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It’s easy! Just send your check to:
League of Women Voters, P O Box 2023,
Pensacola FL, 32513
$55 Individual membership
$27.50 each additional household member
$27.50 student membership
Here’s my extra contribution to the League $ ____
My separate Education Fund contribution $____
( Tax deductible contributions require a separate check written to
LWVF Ed Fund and sent to the treasurer.)

 I’m renewing my membership
Name(s) ________________________________

e Transition plans for displaced employees.
__Strongly agree __Agree __Disagree
__Strongly disagree __No consensus

Address ________________________________

f. Accountability and transparency provisions in all
contracts.
__Strongly agree __Agree __Disagree __Strongly
disagree __No consensus

Email Address ___________________________

g. Regular performance evaluations including meaningful
opportunity for public comment.
__Strongly agree __Agree __Disagree
__Strongly disagree __No consensus
h. Provisions for transferring services and assets back to the
government or another contractor in the event of inadequate
performance.
__Strongly agree __Agree __Disagree
__Strongly disagree __No consensus
i. Adequate resources for enforcement.
__Strongly agree __Agree __Disagree __Strongly
disagree __No consensus
League of Women Voters
of the Pensacola Bay Area
PO. Box 2023
Pensacola, FL 32513

Home Phone ________ Business Phone _______

Elections: Infographic Shows Impact
of Voter Suppression Laws
raigslist founder Craig Newmark published an
infographic, illustrating the impact of U.S.
voting restriction laws, on his craigconnects
website. The infographic explores the
extensive state actions to limit opportunities for
Americans to vote. It provides an overview of the
flood of voter suppression laws that the League has
been fighting and the negative impact that those laws
could have on millions of citizens. LWVUS provided
information and feedback to Newmark.
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