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The Constitution: Mural by Barry Faulkner

onstitution Day (or Citizenship Day) is an American federal observance
that recognizes the adoption of the United States Constitution and those
who have become U.S. citizens. It is normally observed on September 17,
the day in 1787 when delegates from 12 states to the Constitutional
Convention signed the document in Philadelphia forging a new government for
the United States

C

The US Constitution: An Evolving Document with
Emphasis on Voting and Equal Rights.
September 21, 2019, 10:15 am
Tryon Branch Library, 1200 Langley Rd

O

ur Speaker for the September League meetimg is Dr. Elizabeth King, PHD
Political Science, who has also taught Constitutional Law. One question
for consideration is whether the document needs to evolve further as well
as discussion of obstacles to changing the Constitution.

TRIBUTE TO MIRIAM JENNINGS
iriam Jennings, a longtime member of LWVPBA, died in August at the
age of 91 at Azalea Trace. She was a member of the League for more
than 50 years and made impressive contributions to the organization.
Miriam served as president from 1972-74 and, following her tenure,
served in various capacities, including duplication, folding and mailing of the
monthly Voter. She diligently completed that task for many years.
She was extremely articulate and her capability of correctly using English
resulted in years of proof reading and correcting errors in the Voter, prior to
distribution.
Miriam was a creative individual who assisted Sherlee Aronson in writing
songs and skits for “Brickbats and Roses,” which was a successful League
fundraiser. Miriam was a true friend to many of us and will be remembered for
her honesty and integerty. Bon Voyage!
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Stop the Bleed

League 100th Birthday Celebration
e are working on plans for the League's 100 year
celebration. As long time League members, we
want to tap your knowledge of the LWVPBA
and LWVF. Please let us know of
activities/actions that should be highlighted. We will use
the information either at the celebration and/or a
Viewpoint in the PNJ near our anniversary.
You are also asked to share photos of League
members/activities as well as any articles that may have
appeared in the Pensacola News Journal.
Thank you for your assistance. If you know of others
who could assist us in this effort please share this request
with them or let us know whom to contact.
Elizabeth King
On behalf of the planning group
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Reminder from the Gun Safety Committee:

September is Suicide
Prevention Month
! Firearms are the second leading cause for deaths of
children and teens.
! 36% of child and teen gun deaths are suicides.
! 1 in 5 kids have handled a gun when an adult wasn't
around. (Brady 6/20/19)
! 4.6 M children have access to unlocked guns. Locking
up guns could reduce teen and childhood deaths by
33% according to a study by JAMA Pediatrics of the
AMA. If just 10% more households with children had
locked up their guns 50 children would be alive today.
(Brady 5/18/19)
! Responsible firearm storage practices are associated
with the reduction in the risk of self-inflicted and
unintentional firearms injuries among children and
teens. (JAMA 2005)
LOCK IT UP SAVE A LIFE
SUICIDE HOTLINE
1-800-273-8255

Legislative Priorities
Here
Would you want to talk to our legislators about their
positions on the League Legislative Priorities and get to know
them better? Email lwvpba@gmail.com or call 850-937-7769

Adele Lott, Gun Safety Committee

ike most of us, I watched the coverage in El Paso
and Dayton feeling a mixture of fury, sorrow, and
helplessness. During the coverage, someone (I don't
remember who) mentioned the Stop the Bleed
program.
I was able to find a course offered right here in
Pensacola the following week. Offered through the
Department of Homeland Security and designed by the
American College of Surgeons, this course is meant to
train everyday people to immediately respond to serious
bleeding events before medical personnel arrive.
They stressed that this immediate help can mean the
difference between someone surviving and bleeding to
death. The 1 1/2 hour course is free and was administered
by medical professionals from Ascension. It was held at
Sacred Heart Hospital.
We learned, not only via lecture, but also by practicing
what we had learned on "dummies". It was wonderful;
awful in that we need to know this and prepare ourselves,
but wonderful in that this information is easy to learn, easy
to do, and takes away that helpless feeling should we find
ourselves in such a situation.
I urge you to consider taking this course. The contact
person at Ascension is Lianne Brown. Her phone numbers
are 850-416-7173 (office) and 850-450-5905 (cell). The
number one preventable cause of death is bleeding. Think
about it, please.
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Voter Services Committee
Charlyl Parrish, Voter Service Chair

overnor Ron DeSantis has signed a bill, passed by
the Florida 2019 Legislature, to join the multi-state
compact that shares voter roll information. Florida
became the 29th state to join the Electronic
Registration Information Center (ERIC) which makes it
easier to track voter registrations across state lines. The
law also helps clean up voter rolls and, possibly most
importantly, reaches out via mail to every eligible Florida
citizen who is not registered to vote. The Governor has
made this a priority for the state's 67 election supervisors.
Thank you to the 2019 Florida Legislature and Governor
DeSantis. If you want to read more about ERIC,go to
http://ericstates.org.
In August, nine League members manned the League's
table at the vendor fair at the annual PTA Conference held
at PSC. They had a very successful day representing our
local League. Not only did they actively answer questions
about the League, they registered 4 citizens and collected
25 Constitutional amendment petitions for both the
Assault Weapon Ban and the Open Primary. Many thanks
to Jo Mathews, who coordinated the event. The Voter
Services Committee will have a 2020 election-year
planning meeting in early October. Watch your email.
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New Girl Scout Badge
“Behind the Ballot” for Voter Girl
Paula Montgomery, montpns@aol.com

he League of Women Voters of the Pensacola Bay
Area is spearheading a new program for Florida,
based on a similar program created by the LWV of
Kent, Ohio.

T

The LWVPBA Education Committee, in collaboration
with the The Institute for Women in Politics, The
Escambia Education Association, The Association of
Retired Educators, and the Girl Scout Council of the
Florida Gateway, is sponsoring and presenting three
programs this year to educate Girls Scouts about
government and encourage their participation as citizens
and possibly, one day, as elected officials. The members
of the Education Committee, who participated in this
project, are: Co-Chairs Melinda Beckett and Paula
Montgomery, Penny Fendt, Lauren Anzaldo, Elizabeth
Major, Elizabeth Hewey, Donna Harper, Lisa Espenscheid
and Pam Schwartz. Two representatives from the Institute
for Women in Politics are Deborah Corbin and Myra
VanHoose.
On Saturday, August 17, the initial program, which
targeted High School Age girls, was hosted at the Studer
Community Center. Dr. Laura Edler, recently elected to
the Escambia County School board, presented a lively and
fact filled workshop on what it is like to run for office, and
what is required in money, volunteers and messaging. She
also asked each girl to present a 1 to 2 minute speech as if
she were running for office. In addition to introducing
herself, each teen was asked to emphasize why she was
running and what passion sparked her desire to get
involved. The girls were articulate and amazing! Their
passions ran all the way from baseball to climate change
and everything in between.

David Stafford presents
“I Voted” sticker to Scout.

David Stafford, Escambia
County Supervisor of
Elections, told the girls
about how elections are
run. He identified all of
the ways in which
registration can be done
and the ways votes can be
cast. Mr. Stafford's staff
set up four voting booths
and a tabulator. The girls
were signed in with ID
checks as happens at all
elections. After they cast
their ballots, they were
given "I Voted" stickers.
The ballots were counted
using tabulator and the
results were announced
while the girls ate box

lunches provided by the Escambia Education Association.
Two girls, who were over 16 years old, were able to
pre-register to vote. They will be ready to vote when they
reach 18. Each girl was given a "fun patch" provided by
the Florida Retired Educators Association. They will be
eligible for a badge, called "Behind the Ballot", based on
their participation and after completion of an assigned 500
word essay.

Senior Girl Scouts are now eligible for “Behind the Ballot”
badge. Pictured with David Stafford and Lauren Anzaldo.

The next two programs will be designed for the younger
girls. On September 14, the Middle School age girls will
have a program designed for achieving their age group
badges. This program will be held at the Unitarian
Universalist Church. On October 12, the youngest group
will have a program geared to badges for their age group
, also at the Unitarian Universalist Church.
If you would like to donate to help fund this program for
this year and into the future, checks can be made out to
LWVPBA , and write "Voter Girl" in the memo line.
For more information contact Paula Montgomery.

Empowering Voters
Defending Democracy
Condolences to the families on the deaths
of Miriam Jennings, Judy Freeman and
Corrinne Zimmerman Swann.
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CARBON FREE COMMITTEE
or the past several years the League has been
working on both solar and electric vehicles
campaigns. LWVF has now joined forces to form the
Carbon Free Committee.
In the last three years, the League has helped start 50
co-ops around the state, resulting in more than $31 Million
dollars of solar on Florida rooftops. The League has
partnered with Florida Solar United Neighbors to achieve
these wonderful results. As you know, the program helps
communities learn about and affordably participate in
solar via volume purchasing and competitive bidding to
achieve major discounts. In Northwest Florida, we've had
several successful co-ops that include Bay- Franklin,
Okaloosa-Walton, and Escambia-Santa Rosa Counties.
In addition, the Electric Vehicle Committee is issuing
report cards on where Escambia County is ranked
statewide with electric vehicle charging stations. For these
efforts, the League has partnered with the Southern
Alliance for Clean Energy. More information about the
score will be announced once the report card information
is finalized.
Interested in learning more or becoming active in
Northwest Florida? Email Mary Gutierrez at
mgutierrez.league@gmail.com.
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Calendar
September
3 Tuesday, 5:30 pm, Board Meeting, Downtown
Library, 239 N. Spring St. Members welcome!
17 Tuesday, 10 am, Great Decisios, AzaleaTrace
Auditorium, Speaker, Jim Balcomb -Trade with
China. Contact 937-7769.
21 Saturday, 10:15 am, General League Meeting, Tryon
Branch Library, 1200 Langley Ave, Speaker: Dr
Elizabeth King, The US Constitution: An Evolving
Document with Emphasis on Voting and Equal Rights.
26 Tuesday, 4:30 pm Women’s Issues Committee,
Penny Rice's, 13 Port Royal Way, 702-683-6511.
October
9 Wednesday, 2:00 pm Gun Safety Committee, Adele
Lott, 2830 Nagel Drive, 607-435-9006

Reminder: Renew Membership Dues Now

Join the League of Women Voters Today!
Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy

It’s easy! Just send your check to:
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS g P.O. Box 2023, Pensacola, FL 32513 or PayPal here.
Name _________________________________________ Birth date ____________ New Mbr? Yes/No
Address: _____________________________________ City _________State ____Zip_______________
Home phone (___)___________ Other (___)____________E-mail ______________________________
Add Family Member(s): ________________________
____________________________________
DUES: $60.00 ______ Additional Mbrs @ $30 _______ Contribution_______ TOTAL____________
Dues are FREE for a student enrolled in a certificate or degree program.
 I’m renewing my membership.
Membership dues and gifts to the League of Women Voters are not deductible as charitable contributions for tax purposes. (Tax deductible
contributions require a separate check written to the LWV Florida Education Fund and should be sent to our local treasurer.)

P. O. Box 2023
Pensacola, FL 32513

