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The Problems With Plastic
November 17, 2018 - 10:15 AM
Tryon Library, 1200 Langley Ave.
r. Enid Sisskin, chair of the Natural Resources
Committee, will be the featured speaker at the
November 17 monthly League meeting. She
Dr. Enid Sisskin
received her PhD from Columbia University,
worked at the National Institute of Environmental
Health Sciences as a researcher, Everglades National Park as a Resource
specialist, and as a Lecturer at the University of West Florida. Enid developed
the Eco-Minute, a daily feature of WUWF Radio, to remind the community of
ways to protect and improve the local environment.
It has become increasing obvious that plastic pollution is a serious problem.
Just recently, plastic has been implicated in a variety of health and
environmental problems, and last month a study was released showing that
plastic was found in 100% of people tested. In addition, most shorebirds, sea
turtles, and marine organisms have plastic inside them. Each day tons of plastic
trash enter the oceans. With Florida's long coastline of 1,350 miles, the public
needs to be even more careful with our use and disposal of single use plastics,
such as grocery bags, cups, and even straws.
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Prison Kids: A Crime
Against America's
Children

Off-Board Action Team Leaders
Ann Davis, Social Activities
Janet deLorge, Naturalization
Mary Gutierrez, Solar Co op Initiative
Penny Rice, Observer Corp Education
Cathy Scott, Membership
Enid Sisskin, Natural Resources
Nominating Committee
Haley Richards, Chair
Bill Caplinger
Marilyn Badessa
Contact Us

www.lwvpba.org
LWVPBA facebook page
lwvpba@gmail.com
Phone: (850)937-7769

November 12, 5:30 pm
Bowden Building
120 Church St
he League Juvenile Justice Committee, Southern Poverty Law Center and
the NAACP are presenting the documentary, "Prison Kids: A Crime Against
America’s Children", at the Bowden Building, 120 Church St on Nov. 12,
5:30 pm.
"Prison Kids" looks deep into the broken U.S. Juvenile Justice system. The
United States incarcerates more children than any other developed nation and
Florida incarcerates more children than any other state. The film looks at the
stories of a couple of kids being broken by the system. It also spotlights a couple
of places where system managers get it right, one in Florida and one in
Louisiana. A panel will discuss how this problem is being handled locally.
A light supper will be provided. For more information, contact Paula
Montgomery, montpns@aol.com, 850-438-8891
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President’s Message

S

tate League Activities

I would like to share some
important activities of our
State League. As many of you
may be aware, the state Education
Elizabeth King
committee joined with the ACLU,
the Florida Education Association,
the Southern Poverty Law Center, and the AFL-CIO
and others to oppose the Constitutional Revision
Commission's proposed Amendment 8.
Due to the strong case set forth by these groups, the
courts removed the proposal from the ballot for being
deliberately deceptive. One of the key issues in the
amendment was a proposal to set up a charter school
system separate from local school board jurisdiction.
The League needs to be prepared to face this attempt in
future legislative action.
LWVF enjoyed another court victory when the
Florida Supreme Court ruled recently that in January
2019, the state's newly elected governor will have the
authority to appoint three Supreme Court Justices, due
to mandatory retirement of judgess at age 70. Governor
Scott had maintained he had the authority to fill these
positions as his term ends; however the Court ruled
otherwise. LWVF was one of the groups which filed
suit to stop the gubernatorial action.
The State League was also instrumental in getting
the state to make accommodations for voting in those
counties most affected by hurricane Michael. In eight
counties the Supervisors of Elections are now able to
alter locations and establish new ones for early voting.
They may also change voting sites on Election Day as
needed. Ballots may be mailed to alternative addresses,
and rules for poll watchers will be relaxed.
The State League, a member of the Florida
Coalition to Stop Gun Violence, plans an initiative
campaign on BAWN (Ban Assault Weapons Now).
The coalition will be collecting signatories for a
proposed amendment on the 2020 ballot. The group is
currently working on proposed language and on raising
$50M toward this effort.
The LWVF Juvenile Justice committee is working
at the local level to encourage the use of civil citations
instead of arrests for juvenile offenders who commit
misdemeanors. A second major issue is the State
Attorney's sole discretionary power to send juvenile
offenders into the adult criminal justice system. The
League supports legislation that juveniles should have a
judicial hearing before a decision is made on where the
case should be heard.
The State League is working with the Florida

Conservation Coalition to develop a position statement
addressing Florida's multifaceted water crisis. It is also
studying the Red Tide Crisis and is providing information for
the public on its new web page:
www.lwvfl.org/the-red-tide-blue-green-algae-crisis
Local League Activities
Our local League shared with LWVF our concerns over
the CRC amendment process. This issue must be considered at
next summer's state convention prior to action by the League.
Once again I want to thank all the League members who
helped with our presentations to groups on the amendments
and with distributing almost 9,000 Special Election Editions to
the public in both Escambia and Santa Rosa counties.
I want to call your attention to two of our more unique
presentations: my talk to seventh and eight graders at Brown
Barge Middle School and Charlyle Parrish's appearance on a
LiveChat on Facebook with members of Escambia Citizens
Watch.
Thanks to David Stafford, Escambia County Supervisor of
Elections, who secured the UWF campus as an early voting
site in Escambia County.
Our Google Voice phone has received many questions
regarding the November ballot with the overwhelming number
asking about the proposed amendments.
Thanks to Shirley Lewis-Brown and her group who addressed
almost 250 cards reminding people to vote.
Thanks to our Action Team Leaders who contributed to this
report.
Elizabeth
Note: Following monthly meetings, join us for lunch at
O'Charley's around 12:15. RSVPs are not needed but helpful;
Kings3324@gmail.com

A Reminder of what the Constitution
says about Citizenship
itizenship is defined in Sect. 1 of the Fourteenth: "All
persons born or naturalized in the United States and
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the
United States and of the State wherein they reside......."
In 1898 The Supreme Court ruled in U.S. v Wong Kim
Ark that a child of non-citizens born in the United States is a
citizen under the Fourteenth Amendment.
The Supreme Court also ruled that native Americans were
not citizens under the 14th Amendment since they were
members of separate "nations." Congress granted citizenship
to native Americans in 1924.
The Constitution can be changed by an amendment, with a
proposal from Congress and ratification by 3/4 of the states.
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NO ONE ANSWER TO
GUN VIOLENCE

The Saga of Santa Rosa Island or "Who
Owns Your Beach?"
Enid Sisskin, Natural Resources

t is important to emphasize that individuals who are
concerned with gun safety do not want to take away the
guns of law abiding citizens. Additionally everyone
should be reminded, when considering a reduction in
gun violence, there is no one Constitutional item, that
would solve this problem. However, there are a number of
common sense measures you can support to lessen gun
violence. Some of these are:

I

1. Fund more research on gun violence.
2. Mandate safe gun storage and reporting of stolen
firearms.
3. Invest in "smart guns".
4. Make serial numbers harder to file off and require
micro stamping cartridges so they can be traced back to
the guns that fired them.
5. Expand the time for doing background checks.
6. Invest in gun buyback programs.
7. Enhance programs aimed at bullying.
8. Hire more mental health counselors in schools.
9. Increase after school and summer programs, especially
for teens.
10. Institute more community policing.
11. Harden schools, churches, businesses. FYI, the
Escambia Sheriff (ECSO) and the Pensacola Police
(PPD) are assisting in this effort.
12. Form more neighborhood watch groups with enhanced
training to prevent racial profiling. FYI, many currently
operate in Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties.
13. Repeal Florida's Stand Your Ground Law as currently
written.
14. Require universal background checks for all gun sales.
(Currently there is a gun show exemption for
conducting background checks. A bill to address this
situation was introduced last year in Congress where it
languishes. However, Louisiana and Tennessee now
require gun dealers to report to law enforcement when
someone who is prohibited from buying a gun tries to
do so. Several cities have adopted regulations that
public property cannot be used for gun shows.)
Support these measures through lobbying the appropriate
governmental body, including Congress, state legislature,
local decision makers, including schools.
If you are interested in the topic of GUN SAFETY,
check out these two WEB sites momsdemandaction.org and
thetrace.org. .
If you are interested in joining the Gun Safety Group,
contact kinge3324@gmail.com.

an Brown, Superintendent of Gulf Islands
National Seashore, gave an informative talk on
the history and current status of Santa Rosa
Island.
In 1819, Santa
Rosa Island was
the property of
Spain. By treaty,
it was acquired by
the US in 1828
and Fort Pickens
construction
started in 1829. In
1926 most of the
island East of Ft.
Pickens was declared surplus and was purchased by
Escambia County. The deed stated that the land had to
be used for public purposes and could not be sold,
except back to the government. In 1939, President
Roosevelt named it Santa Rosa Island National
Monument, which was decommissioned in 1946.
There was limited development on the Island until
1949 when the state of Florida renamed it Fort Pickens
State Park and built the first road. In 1950 Okaloosa
Island was sold to Okaloosa County and in 1962 some
of their restrictions were removed by Congress. In
1956 Escambia County leased the Navarre Beach area
to Santa Rosa County if they would build a second
bridge. Pensacola Beach encouraged development by
offering 99 year, renewable leases, and by the 1960s,
70% of the Island was either developed or closed to
the public.
This led J. Earle Bowden to spearhead a campaign
to create Gulf Islands National Seashore, which was
established in 1971 in Florida and Mississippi.
There have been multiple bills introduced in
Congress to remove the 1946 restrictions, each with
slightly different provisions about preserving
conservation lands. The first was in 1994 introduced
by Earl Hutto, then 2013 and 2015 by Jeff Miller.
Because of the lack of protections for the land, the
National Park Service opposed these bill and Gulf
Islands NS officials testified before Congress.
In 2017, Matt Gaetz submitted a bill, which would
have removed the requirements to preserve land for
conservation. Although Gulf Island NS opposed this
bill, the National Park Service decided to support it
and it was Eglin AFB and Sen. Nelson's opposition
which prevented its passage.
Among the other topics covered were the Navarre
Pass, taxing land and property, and beach
renourishment.
Dan Brown’s powerpoint presentation is available
to view here to get all the details of the history of
Santa Rosa Island.
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Backpack Full of Cash
Addendum
he Backpack Full of Cash program on September 24th
was the product of a collaboration of the Education
Committee of the LWVPBA and the Escambia
Education Association. The steering committee made
up of Melinda Beckett, Donna Harper, Gene Pettis and Paula
Montgomery led a large group of willing helpers to make it
possible.
Funding came from a grant from the LWVF and a second
grant from EEA. In addition there were generous donations
from Dr. Anita Schmitt, Dr. Jacqueline Young, Eugene and
Sandra Pettis, Pam Schwartz, the Florida Alpha Chapter of
Alpha Delta Kappa and the Escambia Retired Educators
Association. Dr. Jacqueline Young also provided the money
for the delicious fresh-baked cookies from the Cat Shack, a
student marketing program of B.T. Washington High School.
The following groups supplied tables and answered
questions about their organizations at the event: Escambia
Education Association, Gulf Coast Kids House, Escambia
Retired Educators Association, Alpha Delta Kappa, women
educational honorary and the League of Women Voters of the
Pensacola Bay Area.
Two new members to the LWV were signed up at the
LWV table!
The helpers on the night of the event were too numerous
to count. We are grateful to all the people who contributed
time and fortune to this very successful effort.

T
Hot Topic: “Domestic Violence”
he Women's Issues Committee is currently
focusing on the problem of domestic
violence in our local area. Please join us on
Saturday morning, January 12, 2019, from
10:15 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. at the Downtown
Pensacola Library, 239 N. Spring Street, to hear
Ms. Sue Hand, Executive Director of FavorHouse,
a certified Domestic Violence Center serving
Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties, discuss
domestic violence issues.

T

The following represent domestic violence
statistics captured by the Florida Department of
Law Enforcement for 2016:
 Escambia County - 2,978 reported incidents
 Escambia County - 3 domestic violence
homicides
 Santa Rosa County - 722 reported incidents
 Santa Rosa County - 5 domestic violence
homicides
Nearly 1 in 4 women is battered by an intimate
partner. In 50% of these cases, the children are
beaten, as well. All League members are
encouraged to join us for thie important discussion.
For information contact Holly Picardi, 410-9916454 "

Welcome New member
Polly Crongeyer
Members’ contact information is contained in
the Membership Roster. If you have not received
the latest one, contact Cathy Scott, basketbabe at
mchsi.com or 396-5727.

Thank you to all those who assisted and to the attendees.

Voters Service Activities
he committee has started
work on updating/revising
our biannual brochure "Guide
to Elected Officials". Even if
you did not attend our project
meeting on October 29, 2018, your
assistance is needed to help with
revisions, distribute the finished
project etc. Please don't hesitate to volunteer. Charlyle
Parrish, ccparrish@usa.net

T

Amendment talks: Thank you to Paula Montgomery, Elizabeth
King, Sallie Brown, Janet deLorge and Charlyle Parrish, Jo
Mathews, Louise Biernesser, Carol Scott, Patty Hightower and
Mary Gutierrez, who made 17presentations, to groups in both
Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties. Voters were very
receptive and appreciated the information.
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Calendar
November
6 Tuesday, 7 am - 7 pm, Election Day
10 Saturday, 2:30 pm, Education Committee, Paula
Montgomery, 641 Connell Drive, 438-8891.
Source Alexander AF, Tyndall AFB

Solar Panels Survive Michael
Mary Gutierrez, 549-7472

"The wind was unreal" said Mike Fitzgerald, past
co-op participant in Panama City Beach, FL. "Our
home is about 5 miles from the eyewall, where there
were 155 mph sustained winds. Our 52 solar panels
are intact and received no damage."
A co-op in Okaloosa and Walton Counties is
launching in the wake of Hurricane Michael. While
the hurricane caused extensive damage across the
Panhandle, solar systems held their own.
Neighbors in Okaloosa and Walton Counties
have formed a solar co-op to save money, make
their homes more resilient, and simplify the process
of going solar, with the help of Solar United
Neighbors. The League in Okaloosa/Walton
Counties, Earth Ethics, Inc, with sponsors NAACP
Okaloosa Branch, Coastal Community Cleanup and
Sierra Club Emerald Coast are working together to
set up additional solar co-ops.
Watch for the coming of Solar to Escambia and
Santa Rosa counties in 2019.
Questions about the information sessions or
ways you can help? Contact Mary Gutierrez at
earthethicsaction@gmail.com.

NATIONAL POPULAR VOTE

/

earn how we can align the popular vote with
the electoral system to elect the President, as
well as, and our education, advocacy and
legislative goals to achieve this. Visit the
National Popular Vote online at the NPV page.
Subscribe to NPV newsletter for a sampling of the
latest news about the popular vote from around the
county; email NVPLLLQVFL@gmail.com.

L

12 Monday, 5:30 pm, Juvenile Justice Action Team,
Bowden Building, 120 Church Street, documentary,
“Prison Kids: A Crime against America’s Children”,
panel discussion and Q & A. A light supper will be
provided. Contact Paula Montgomery, 438-8891 or
montpns at aol dot com.
13 Tuesday, 5:30 pm , Board Meeting, Downtown Library
239 N. Spring St. Members always welcome!

17 Saturday,10:15 am, General League Meeting, Tryon
Branch Library, 1200 Langley Ave, Speaker: Dr. Enid
Sisskin, The Problems with Plastic.
19 Monday, Noon, Natural Resources Committee
meeting at the Downtown Public Library, 239 N. Spring
Street, Contact Enid Sisskin at esisskin at gmail dot com.
20 Tuesday, 10:00 am, International Relations, Great
Decisions discussion at Azalea Trace. Leader is League
member Dr. Sallie Brown; topic: Media and Foreign
Policy. For information: 607-7114
27 Tuesday, 6 pm, Women’s Issues Committee Downtown
Library, 239 N. Spring St.. Contact Holly Picardi at
hkpicardi at gmail dot com.
December
9 Sunday, 2-4 pm, Holiday Social at Jane Spruill, 2334
Arrivista Circle. (See details on page 6)
January
12 Saturday, 10:15 am, Hot Topic: Domestic Violence,
Downtown Library, 239 N. Spring Street, Sue Hand,
Executive Director of FavorHouse. Contact Holly
Picardi, hkopicardi at gmail dot com for information.
19 Saturday,10:15 am, General League Meeting, Tryon
Branch Library, 1200 Langley Ave, Speaker: Dr. David
Ramsey, University of West Florida, speaking on
constitutional issues.
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Join the League as we celebrate the Holidays
Sunday, December 9, 2:00 to 4:00 PM
At the home of Jane Spruill - 2334 Arriviste Circle, Pensacola FL 32504
Bring: Finger food and/or wine to share with League friends.

You and your guests are welcome!
RSVP: casapcola@gmail.com or 850-444-3269
Directions to 2334 Arrivista Circle
Two entrances to Arrivista Way
1) From Summit Boulevard, just past Roger Scott Tennis Club, turn LEFT on Arrivista Way
and follow it around to Arrivista Circle; Left to 2334.
2) More direct route: From Summit Boulevard, at Cordova Place, turn on to Arrivista Way;
follow it to Arrivista Circle; 2334 is at back of Circle.
.

Join the League of Women Voters Today!
It’s easy! Just send your check to:
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS g P.O. Box 2023, Pensacola, FL 32513 or PayPal here.
Name _________________________________________ Bi rth date ____________ New Mbr? Yes/No
Address: _____________________________________ Ci ty _________State ____Zip_______________
Home phone (___)___________ Other (___)____________E-mail ______________________________
Add Family Member(s): ________________________
____________________________________
DUES: $60.00 ______ Additional Mbrs @ 30.00 _______ Contribution_______ TOTAL____________
Dues are free for a student.
 I’m renewing my membership.
Membership dues and gifts to the League of Women Voters are not deductible as charitable contributions for tax purposes.
(Tax deductible contributions require a separate check written to the LWV Florida Education Fund and should be sent to our
local treasurer.)

League of Women Voters
of the Pensacola Bay Area
PO. Box 2023
Pensacola, FL 32513

