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The Saga of Santa
Rosa Island: Who
Owns My Beach?
October 20, 2018- 10:15 AM
Dan Brown,
Superintendent of Gulf
Islands National Seashore

Tryon Library, 1200 Langley Ave.

he LWV Pensacola Bay Area October program will review the history of
Santa Rosa Island ownership, from acquisition from Spain in 1821, to
establishment of the first national park on the island in 1939. Recently,
proposed legislation would authorize Escambia County to sell island
property, reversing 1946 legislation that prohibits sales. Portions of Santa Rosa
Island lie also within Santa Rosa and Okaloosa counties.
Dan Brown has served as Superintendent of Gulf Islands National Seashore
since 2010. Prior to coming to Gulf Islands, he served as interim Deputy
Regional Director for the National Park Service Southeast Region overseeing 23
national parks in North and South Carolina, Georgia, Florida and Alabama.
He has also served as Legislative Affairs Specialist in the NPS Office of
Legislative and Congressional Affairs in Washington, D.C., and as park
superintendent and park ranger at numerous national parks.

T

Escambia County Ballot Issues
NON-BINDING REFERENDUM ON ESCAMBIA COUNTY
POLICY FOR PRESERVATION OF SANTA ROSA ISLAND
ON JUNE 21, 2018, THE ESCAMBIA COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS ADOPTED A POLICY TO PROHIBIT ANY
PRIVATIZATION THROUGH SALE OR LEASE OF CURRENTLY
UNLEASED PROPERTIES, ESPECIALLY CONSERVATION AND
PRESERVATION PROPERTIES ON SANTA ROSA ISLAND. ESCAMBIA
COUNTY REAFFIRMS THE CONGRESSIONAL RESTRICTIONS OF THE
1947 DEED. DO YOU SUPPORT THESE ESCAMBIA COUNTY POLICIES?
__________ YES __________ NO
ESCAMBIA COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT REFERENDUM
SHALL THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS OF ESCAMBIA COUNTY , FLORIDA,
BE APPOINTED BY THE SCHOOL BOARD OF ESCAMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA?
__________ YES___________ NO

October 2018

The Voter page 2

President’s Message
"The Library meeting room
began to feel a little like a revival
tent, bursting at the seams with
excited souls filling the seats and
lining the walls, eagerly awaiting
the gospel." Jeremy Morrison,
Inweekly
Charlyle Parrish, League Voter
Service chair, made an impressive
presentation of the proposed
amendments at the September meeting. With an
overflow crowd of more than 100 people, many
individuals had to be turned away due to space
limitations. Our local League has received several
thousand Election Guides with pro/con information on
the proposed amendments. Copies are being distributed
throughout Escambia and Santa Rosa counties and can
be picked up in the various public libraries. In addition,
the website lwvf.org/amendments offers a detailed
explanation of the proposals along with League
positions.
League volunteers are making presentations to
various organizations in the two counties. If you are
interested in attending a session on the proposed
amendments, please join Sallie Brown, local League
member, at Azalea Trace on Friday, October 12, at 1:15
pm. The public is invited.
Kudos to Melinda Beckett, Paula Montgomery, and
the entire Education Action Team for presentation of
the film, "Backpack Full of Cash". The documentary
and panel discussion were enlightening although the
situation of what is happening to public education is
frightening and it will remain so if we are not watchful.
Please read the related article by Andrea Walker, with
details of the event. on page 3.
Thanks once again to the Leaguers who are writing
questions for Rally 2018 General Election. The
programs will be broadcast on WSRE-TV on October
29 and 30, at 7 p.m. You are encouraged to watch these
programs to learn the candidates' positions on issues
before voting.
Hats off to Charlyle Parrish, Ellen Roston, Joanie
Simon, Vivian Faircloth, Janet deLorge, Paula
Montgomery and Carol Scott for assisting with
National Voter Registration Day activities where 51
people registered to vote.
Paula Montgomery recently wrote an insightful
Viewpoint in the PNJ on the differences between
regular public schools and charter schools. Ann Davis,
Mary Gutierrez, Elizabeth Major and Don Cameron
had letters to the editor published in the PNJ. Members
are encouraged to write such letters (as individuals) on
topics important to the League.
Charlyle Parrish and Paula Montgomery appeared
on AWARE, Dee Dee Sharp's program for a
discussion of Voting Rights, Amendments and
Referenda. View here..
Elizabeth King

At the request of the Board, Diane Kratochvil will
coordinate details of a Community Service Award to be
presented at our Annual Meeting in May.
The Board is hosting a new member coffee and orientation
on Oct. 6 at 10 am. Please RSVP to Ann Davis at
danddavis@cox.net and let her know if you need directions.
This will be an ideal time to get to know our newer members.
If you do not have a League fabric bag, remember to pick
one up at the Oct. 20 monthly meeting. The bags are provided
by the Natural Resources Action Team as part of the campaign
to reduce the use of single-use plastic bags. Our League
provided $1000 to cover the cost of these bags.
Elizabeth
Note: Following monthly meetings, join us for lunch at
O'Charley's around 12:15. RSVPs are not needed but helpful;
Kings3324@gmail.com

Best Wishes to Ray and Mary!
Ray Hudkins (Co-President) and Mary Collins (Women's
Issues Action Team) have moved to Asheville, N.C.
Consequently, they have resigned their leadership positions in
our League. Ray was an active participant in the LWVUS
study of Money in Politics. He was a key leader in the study of
Florida's a primary Election System, resulting in consensus by
LWVF to support a form of Open Primaries, allowing more
voters to participate. Ray's talents, skills and enthusiasm will
be missed.
Mary Collins was instrumental in establishing our
Women's Issue Committee and raising important issues
dealing with women's rights. With her knowledge and
enthusiasm, she was successful in attracting several new
members to join the League.
Our loss will be Asheville's gain.
Our Best to the two of you!

SUPPORT THE APPOINTMENT OF
THE ESCAMBIA SCHOOL
SUPERINTENDENT
n the early 1960's, the League of Women Voters of Florida
studied education in the state, with one conclusion stating
that the School Board should be able to appoint the very best
qualified person to run its schools and that person should be
accountable directly to the School Board. A few years later, our
local League presented information to the public on the
differences between the appointment and election of the
Superintendent of Schools and led the campaign supporting the
appointment process. This ballot issue was defeated by ONE
VOTE. Since that time, the question has been on the ballot
several times and voters have continued to support election of
the Superintendent..
On November 6, voters will be asked once again whether
or not to appoint the Superintendent of our public schools.

I
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“Backpack Full of Cash”

The Second Amendment in the
Modern World

by Andrea Walker, 850 723-2112
aula Montgomery, Education committee co-chair,
organized a screening of the documentary Backpack Full
of Cash at Washington High School Tuesday, September
24. The premise of the film is to expose how the
privatization of education in the United States is diminishing the
public-school system. Charter schools and the use of vouchers
take the per pupil spending away from the public schools.
The film cited several examples including Philadelphia, New
Orleans, and Union City, New Jersey. Beginning with the decline
of the school system in Philadelphia, the film showed the dire
straits the Philadelphia School System descended into as funding
was cut year after year. The worst case featured was the high
school with only two counselors for over 1200 students, no
librarian, no music, arts, or football, and only one custodian for
a four-story building. In the meantime, the String Theory Charter
School was building state of the art schools with money being
diverted from public schools.
The second example occurred after Hurricane Katrina in
New Orleans, when investors saw a way to rebuild the entire
school system and did so, effectively closing the public schools,
financed in part by the Walton family, heirs of Sam Walton.
When students transfer from public to charter schools, their
per pupil funding goes with them. The average per pupil
spending in the U.S. is over $11,000 per student per year. Hence,
the term “backpack full of cash,” tax payer money is used for
private enterprise. It was originally believed that charter schools,
run like a business, would provide a better education and give
parents who could not afford private schools a choice and a way
to level the playing field........

P

by Attorney Randle Carpenter, Gun Safety Committee
"A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security
of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear
Arms, shall not be infringed"
rom its ratification in 1789 until 1939, the Second
Amendment was not the subject of serious
controversy. That year, the Supreme Court, in US v
Miller said the Second Amendment only permits
individual ownership of firearms appropriate for use by the
military. Both gun control and gun rights groups have
claimed support for their respective views of this decision.
Gun rights groups argue the decision was limited to a
specific type of weapon, not all guns. Gun control
advocates say the firearms covered by the Second
Amendment are tied directly to the concept of guns
normally used by the militia.

F

In the following decades no gun issues were decided by
the Supreme Court. However, in 2008, the Supreme Court
overturned Miller in the US v Haller decision. Justice
Scalia wrote in the 5-4 opinion that the Second
Amendment protects the individual's right to possess a
weapon unconnected with service in a militia and to use
that weapon for all legal purposes. Scalia noted that
prohibitions on the possession of firearms by felons and
the mentally ill, firearms in sensitive places such as
schools and government buildings, and laws or conditions
on the commercial sale of arms are appropriate.
The Future

.
..... After the film, retired educator and former Washington High
School Principal Eugene Pettis moderated a panel discussion.
The panel consisted of local and state education experts: Cathy
Boehm, Legislative Specialist, Florida Educator Association;
Frederick Ingram, Vice President, Florida Education
Association; Vicki Mathis, Director, Alternative Education,
Escambia District Schools; Patty Hightower, Escambia County
School Board, District 4 and Diane Scott, President, Santa Rosa
County School Board.
Continue reading the report here.

Under the present and prospective composition of the
Supreme Court, there appears no chance whatsoever that
the Heller decision will be modified or reversed in the
foreseeable future. It appears even less likely that a
Constitutional amendment clarifying the right to
ownership of weapons as recently suggested by former
Justice John Paul Stevens will even be proposed. Unlike
the restrictions on alcohol consumption during Prohibition,
gun rights advocates are offering an expansion of
individual rights. Gun control groups are faced with the
dilemma of campaigning for a restriction of citizen rights
with its negative connotation. It is far easier to grant a
right than to take one away. The only alternative,
therefore, appears to be to advocate constantly for federal
and state legislative laws and regulations which will fall
within the permissible boundaries referenced by Justice
Scalia in Heller.
Continue the White Paper here.
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Great Decisions

The Hidden Costs of Charter
School Choice: Privatizing Public
Education in Florida

October 16th at 10:00 AM
Azalea Trace Auditorium
Discussion Leader: Dr. Richard Ziemba
Global Health: Progress and Challenges
he collective action of countries, communities and
organizations over the last 30 years has literally
saved millions of lives around the world. Yet
terrible inequalities in health and well-being persist.
The world now faces a mix of old and new health
challenges, including the preventable deaths of mothers
and children, continuing epidemics of infectious diseases,
and rising rates of chronic disease. We also remain
vulnerable to the emergence of new and deadly
pandemics. For these reasons, the next several decades
will be just as important-if not more so-than the last in
determining well-being across nations. "

T

Education Appreciation Month
After cataloging the many roles of the public schools, the
LWVPBA Education Committee presented a proclamation
to the Escambia County School Board meeting on
September 26, to wit: "Now, therefore, be it resolved that
in the interest of our children and our democracy
traditional public schools are deserving of the full support
of our communities and our Legislature. Further we, the
School Board of Escambia County Florida, do hereby
recognize the month of September 2018 as Public School
Appreciation Month." The proclamation was accepted and
approved by the Board.
League member, Patty Hightower gave full credit to the
League for the proclamation. League member Paula
Montgomery received the thanks of the school board. "
,

ntegrity Florida has released a new in-depth report,
examining the growth of the charter school sector in
Florida and the impact it is having on the state’s public
education system as a whole. The number of for-profit
charter schools continues to grow at a rapid pace each year
and now makes up nearly half of all charter schools in the
state. In this report, Integrity Florida pulls back the veil to
take a comprehensive look at what’s really behind the
charter school phenomena.

I

Charter schools were originally proposed as teacher-run
schools that would use innovative techniques to be shared
with traditional schools. Over time, the concept changed to
set up a competitive relationship between charters and
traditional schools rather than a cooperative one.
Since 1998, more than 373 charter schools have closed their
doors in Florida, causing problems for some school districts.
Local school boards have seen reduced ability to manage the
schools in their districts.
The legislature has modified the original Florida charter
school law significantly over the years to encourage creation
of new charters, increase the number of students in charter
schools and to enhance funding of charters, sometimes at the
expense of traditional schools. Continue reading

New members:
Tonya Barnes
Brenda Gibson-Passaur
Kathleen McBride
Faye & Robert Robinson

Barbara Beck
Linda Harris
Dianna Montoya
Alpha ‘Dell’ Smith

Members’ contact information is contained in the
Membership Roster. If you have not received the latest one,
contact Cathy Scott, basketbabe at mchsi.com or 396-5727.

Amendment Presentation
eague member Dr. Sallie Brown will give a
presentation on the Amendments in the Azalea Trace
Auditorium on Friday, October 12 at 1:15 pm. Azalea
Trace has invited the community to join us for the
presentation and Q & A. This is an opportunity to learn
more and get answers about the amendments.

L
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29-30 Monday & Tuesday, 7:00 pm WSRE-TV Rally ‘18

Calendar
October
2

Tuesday, 5:30 pm, Board Meeting, Downtown
Library 239 N. Spring St, Members always welcome!

6

Saturday, 10:00 am, New Member Coffee, Riviera,
615 Bayshore Dr. The doorman will direct you. 9377769 or danddavis@cox.net.

10 Wednesday, 2:00 pm, Gun Safety Committee,
Riviera, 615 Bayshore Dr. Elizabeth King, 920-2460904.
12 Friday, 1:15 pm, Ballot Amendments Presentation,
Azalea Trace auditorium with Leaguer Dr. Sallie
Brown.. Public is invited to attend.
13 Saturday, 2:30 pm Juvenile Justice Committee,
Paula Montgomery, 641 Connell Drive, 438-8891.
15 Monday, Noon, Natural Resources Committee
meeting at the Downtown Public Library, 239 N.
Spring Street, Contact Enid Sisskin at esisskin at gmail
dot com.
16 Tuesday, 10:00 am, International Relations, Great
Decisions discussion at Azalea Trace. Leader, Dr.
Richard Ziemba; topic: Global Health: Progress and
Challenges. For information: 607-7114
20 Saturday, 10:15 am, General League Meeting ,
Tryon Branch Library, 1200 Langley Ave. The Saga of
Santa Rosa Island: Who Owns My Beach? by Dan
Brown, Superintendent of Gulf Islands National
Seashore.
22 Monday, 6:00 pm, Youth Justice program with the
Southern Poverty Law Center and Juvenile Justice
committee; Franco’s, 523 E. Gregory St, Pensacola.
Watch for details of the program in an email. Contact
Paula Montgomery, 438-8891.
23 Tuesday, 6 pm, Women’s Issues Committee,
Downtown Library, 239 N. Spring St.. Contact Holly
Picardi at hkpicardi at gmail dot com.
29 Monday 11:00 am Voters Service Committee,
Downtown Library, 239 N. Spring St; planning for new
Guide to Elected Officials; Contact Charlyle Parrish at
932-0854.

November
6 Tuesday, 7 am - 7 pm, Election Day
10 Saturday, 2:30 pm, Education Committee, Paula
Montgomery, 641 Connell Drive, 438-8891.
13 Tuesday, 5:30 pm , Board Meeting, Downtown Library
239 N. Spring St. Members always welcome!
17 Saturday,10:15 am, General League Meeting, Tryon
Branch Library, 1200 Langley Ave, Speaker: Dr. Enid
Sisskin, Plastics.

The 2018 Nonpartisan Voter Guide has
arrived and is being distributed in the community.
They are available at all of the public libraries.

he LWV Florida board examined every amendment
that voters will consider and determined positions on
each. They were weighed on established League
positions from earlier studies..

T

The amendment summaries are listed with League positions
on them. On the state League website,
www.lwvfl.org/amendments. a link is provided for each
amendment that includes an in-depth analysis of each
amendment including the impact of a yes or no vote,
organizations that support or oppose the amendment, and the
League position.
G No. 1 Increased Homestead Property Tax Exemption Oppose
G No. 2 Limitations on Property Tax Assessments Oppose
G No. 3 Voter Control of Gambling in Florida - Support
G No. 4 Voting Restoration Amendment - Support
G No. 5 Supermajority Vote Required to Impose,
Authorize, or Raise State Taxes or Fees - Oppose
G No. 6 Rights of Crime Victims; Judges - Oppose
G No. 7 First Responder and Military Member Survivor
Benefits; Public Colleges and Universities - Oppose
G No. 9 Prohibits Offshore Oil and Gas Drilling; Prohibits
Vaping in Enclosed Indoor Workplaces - Support
G No. 10 State and Local Government Structure and
Operation - Oppose
G No. 11 Property Rights; Removal of Obsolete Provision;
Criminal Statutes - No position
G No. 12 Lobbying and Abuse of Office by Public Officers
- No position
G No. 13 Ends Dog Racing - Support
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Join the League of Women Voters Today!
It’s easy! Just send your check to:
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS g P.O. Box 2023, Pensacola, FL 32513 or PayPal here.
Name _________________________________________ Birth date ____________ New Mbr? Yes/No
Address: _____________________________________ Ci ty _________State ____Zip_______________
Home phone (___)___________ Other (___)____________E-mail ______________________________
Add Family Member(s): ________________________
____________________________________
DUES: $60.00 ______ Additional Mbrs @ 30.00 _______ Contribution_______ TOTAL____________
Dues are free for a student.
 I’m renewing my membership.
Membership dues and gifts to the League of Women Voters are not deductible as charitable contributions for tax
purposes. (Tax deductible contributions require a separate check written to the LWV Florida Education Fund and
should be sent to our local treasurer.)

League of Women Voters
of the Pensacola Bay Area
PO. Box 2023
Pensacola, FL 32513

