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Pro/Con on Ballot Amendments
September 15, 2018- 10:15 AM
Tryon Library, 1200 Langley Ave.
he LWV Pensacola Bay Area will present
the proposed Constitutional
Amendments on Saturday, September
15 at Tryon Branch Library.
Charlyle Parrish, First Vice President and Voters Service chair, will make the
presentation from the 2018 nonpartisan Voter Guide, published by the League
of Women Voters of Florida Education Fund. This Guide includes biographical
information on candidates for state offices as well as the amendments to be
voted in November. There will be an opportunity to ask questions.
Six of the CRC Amendments are being challenged in court. In a summary
judgement on Amendment 8, Circuit Judge John Cooper wrote that the ballot
title and summary "fails to inform voters of the chief purpose and effect of this
proposal."...ordered that Amendment 8, the measure that seeks to create a
pathway for the state to oversee charter schools and bypass local school
boards, be removed from the ballot.
The judge agreed with the plaintiff, the League of Women Voters, that the
ballot language was "misleading" and that the Constitution Revision
Commission intentionally bundled three separate education proposals into one
"to increase, in its view, their chances of passage."

T

Come Celebrate and
Support Public
Education!

Off-Board Action Team Leaders
Mary Collins, Women’s Issues
Ann Davis, Social Activities
Janet deLorge, Naturalization
Mary Gutierrez, Solar Co op Initiative
Penny Rice, Observer Corp Education
Cathy Scott, Membership
Enid Sisskin, Natural Resources
Nominating Committee
Haley Richards, Chair
Bill Caplinger
Marilyn Badessa
Contact Us
www.lwvpba.org
LWVPBA facebook page
lwvpba@gmail.com
Phone: (850)937-7769

September 24, 2018 6 PM
Washington High School

he Florida League of Women Voters has designated September as a month
to celebrate and support public education. There will be multiple events
statewide to make the public more aware of the importance of our
schools and the need for adequate financial and legislative support for
them. As part of the state wide effort, on September 24th, the League of
Women Voters of the Pensacola Bay Area will show Backpack Full of Cash, a
free, 96 minute documentary at Washington High School auditorium. The
documentary will be followed by a panel discussion, led by Gene Pettis, and will
include individuals who have knowledge of our local school system. Come to
learn what actions you can take to increase effectiveness of local schools.
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Co Presidents’
Message
Elizabeth King

Ray Hudkins

Many Leaguers Have Busy Summer
•

•

Ray Hudkins, Charlyle Parrish and Haley
Richards attended the National Convention of the
LWVUS in Chicago. (See National Convention
Article.)
Fifteen Leaguers spent several Sunday
afternoons writing questions for Rally 18, the
WSRE presentation of candidates in the August
Primary Election.

The League partnered with several organizations on
candidate forums.
•
Haley Richards moderated a forum of District 2
County Commission candidates and was assisted by
Annelise Reunert, Ann Davis and Elizabeth King.
•
Escambia and Santa Rosa candidate information
is now available at Vote411.org through the efforts
of Haley Richards.
•
The League co-sponsored a mayoral candidate
forum.
•
The League co-sponsored a forum for District 2
and 4 County Commission candidates with the
Pensacola Young Professionals, Greater Pensacola
Chamber and The Propeller Club.. These forums
were broadcasted live on News Radio 1620 AM.
•
Charlyle Parrish and Paula Montgomery are
coordinating speaking engagements with
organizations on the Proposed Constitutional
Amendments. Workshops for these presentations are
scheduled on September 4, 1:30-3:30 pm &
September 5, 5:30 - 7:30 pm at Downtown Library.
•
Charlyle Parrish presented a Viewpoint on the
importance of voting in the Pensacola News Journal.
•
Your Board met in July and August to plan for
the coming year. In addition, many of the League's
Action Teams were busy during the summer. The
result of much of this work is outlined in more detail
elsewhere in the VOTER.
Now it is your time ....to be more involved. The
League will be holding several voter registration events;
if you haven't done so, please go on-line and take the
easy test to enable you to be certified to register voters.
We also need your help with the presentation on the
Amendments. Don't worry; if you are unable to attend
one of the training workshops, your assistance is still
needed at these meetings.
Bring a guest to our September General Meeting.
Elizabeth & Ray
Note: Following monthly meetings, join us for lunch at
O'Charley's around 12:15. RSVPs are not needed but
helpful; Kings3324@gmail.com

NEW GUN SAFETY
COMMITTEE
.
ith the increase of gun violence
at schools, churches,
entertainment venues, in homes
and on our streets as well as
deaths by suicide, the State and Local Leagues have
established GUN SAFETY COMMITTEES.
Our newly formed Gun Safety Committee seeks to support
national and state League positions on guns including:

W

1. Support for private gun ownership licensing procedures
which include strict enforcement and better resources
allocation for monitoring gun dealers.
2. Background check waiting periods, personal identity
verification and gun safety education.
3. A state ban on all semi-automatic assault weapons and
large capacity feeding devices.
4. State provision of records to the FBI National
Background Check System (NICS) and continuing efforts
to repeal unsafe gun legislation, i.e., Open Carry and
current interpretation of Stand Your Ground.
Our local committee is considering ways to partner with
law enforcement, educational institutions and faith-based
organizations in the area on ways to reduce gun violence.
Did you know that the Florida Red Flag Law has been
used twice in Escambia County? It allows police to request a
judge to approve temporary seizure of guns if it is believed
"that a person poses a danger to himself or others by
possessing a firearm." The NRA says this law violates the
Second Amendment. As adopted in 1791, the Second
Amendment reads "A well regulated Militia, being necessary
to the security of a free State, the right to keep and bear Arms,
shall not be infringed." Do you believe the Florida law violates
the Constitution?
An article in the upcoming Voter will examine why the Second
Amendment was adopted and how its interpretation has
evolved and continues to do so. If you would like to join the
Gun Safety Group, e-mail kinge3324@gmail.com.

The LWVFL Is For Amendment 4. With the passage
of Amendment 4, more than 1.4 million Floridians now unable
to participate in elections would have their voting rights
restored after completion of all terms of their sentence (with
the exception of murder and sex offenses). Click here to see
why this is so important,
Passing Amendment 4 will greatly reduce costs and
increase employment opportunities*:
! Supporting nearly 3,800 new jobs annually
! Increasing Florida resident household income by $151
million
! Creating a total annual economic impact of $365
million
*According to The Washington Economics Group, Inc.
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National Convention Report
ay Hudkins, Charlyle Parrish and Haley Richards
attended the National LWVUS Convention in
Chicago, IL from June 28 through July 1. Over 1,000
delegates attended from all 50 states and the District
of Columbia. Our Florida League was well represented with
nearly 50 voting delegates. Here are a few highlights of the
convention.

R

Over the past two years the national, state, and local
Leagues engaged in a process of self-reflection, asking hard
questions and making tough decisions related to the
relevance and health of the League network. The result is a
"Transformation Roadmap" that highlights critical priorities
and action steps to grow and thrive for the next 100 years.
The common challenges that were confirmed in the process
of creating the Roadmap are:
1. Our League is not reflective of our communities.
2. We lack the tools to more effectively carry out the
mission.
3. We are unable to demonstrate our collective impact as
an organization.
This "Roadmap" will not change the core elements of who
we are as an organization.
! The League will continue to focus on our mission
impact work
! The League will remain a non-negotiable, non-partisan
brand
! Our league will remain a membership organization

September 2018
additional issues were considered for inclusion in the
program. Thanks to our Florida delegation (kudos to Palm
Beach County League) the delegates overwhelmingly
agreed that focusing on the National Popular Vote
Interstate Compact (NIVIC) was a top priority. This is a
great opportunity for our League to participate in the
actions to lobby our elected representatives in support of
NPVIC. In addition, the Equal Rights Amendment was
added to the 2018 - 2020 Program. Stay tuned for more
from the national and state Leagues.

Convention delegates added National Popular
Vote Interstate Compact and Equal Rights
Amendment to League agenda.
What does all of this mean to our Pensacola Bay Area
League? We need to keep doing what we are doing. We
have a robust local program highlighted in the last Voter.
Volunteer! Thanks to every one of you who participated in
creating questions for the WSRE candidate forum. Tell
everyone you know to go to VOTE 411 to educate
themselves before voting in the primary and general
elections. Thanks to Haley Richards for a fantastic job of
creating the Vote 411 content for our county and
municipal elections. Vote by mail or via early voting to
reduce the lines that traditionally form on Election Day.
We have the talent, the tenacity and the belief in what
we do! We need YOU to make 2018-2020 years to
remember.

TRAINING FOR AMENDMENT
PRESENTATIONS

The full transformation document can be obtained via
mail to:membership@lwv.org
As part of strengthening and transforming our brand,
LWVUS has provided the following statements to use in
what we communicate both internally and externally. The
League mission is one of Empowering Voters, Defending
Democracy. Our vision is a democracy where every person
has the desire, the right, the knowledge and the confidence
to participate. Our value statement is a belief in the power of
women to create a more perfect democracy.
As a start toward addressing the transformation issues,
the overall theme of the convention was about Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion (DEI). DEI is core to the League's
mission. DEI starts with the individual - raising awareness,
learning skills to practice, and sharing tools and resources
For more information on DEI go to the national website
link here.

s part of the education mission of the League,
members will be making presentations on the
proposed amendments to civic groups, churches
and others. In order to meet these requests,
members are needed to provide the information. Two
League members will be assigned for each presentation,
with one giving the information and the other person
handling the equipment and assisting in the Q&A session.
Two training sessions are scheduled to prepare members
for these talks that will be made during September and
October. A power point presentation, prepared by LWVF,
will be used at each site. The training dates are:

Turning to our LWVUS 2018 - 2020 Program "The
Campaign for Making Democracy Work® " includes
ensuring a free, fair and accessible electoral system for all
eligible voters by focusing on:
! Voting Rights;
! Improving Elections;
! Campaign Finance/Money In Politics;
! Redistricting.
As part of finalizing the 2018 - 2020 Program, numerous

Please sign up for the training as the League continues
its efforts to inform voters prior to the November election.
Contact Charlyle Parrish, ccparrish@usa.net.

Charlyle Parrish, Voters Service

A

i Tuesday, September 4- Downtown Library1:30-3:30 pm
i Wednesday, September 5- Downtown Library5:30-7:30 pm.
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League in the News

September 2018

Restoration Petition Drive Follow up
Dr. Shirley Lewis Brown, Justice

Local League

ome individuals who signed petitions in support of
placing Amendment 4 on the November ballot had
illegible signatures or were not registered to vote.
Although the Supervisors of Elections in those
counties have not contacted those individuals, LWVF has
negotiated with the local Supervisors to secure the
necessary contact information of the respective
individuals. LWVF will pay for the cost of this service.
Locally, our League will notify the individuals in order
to correct the problem. Please contact Dr. Shirley Lewis
Brown, shirleylewis_brown@hotmail.com to assist.

S

Women’s Issues Committee
Begins New Year

Co president Elizabeth King at Pensacola Mayor candidate forum

! Sallie Brown and Penny Fendt attended the
Naturalization Ceremony at the Naval Air Museum
where 150 new citizens were welcomed. The next
ceremony is scheduled for September.
! League bags ‘BYOB’ (Bring Your Own Bag) were

distributed at the Carpenter Creek town hall where
there was discussion of the introduction of the air
potato beetle to combat the air potato vine.
! "One morning early, retired journalist Charlotte
Crane realized there were more stories yet to tell. So
she hit the keys and introduced Aunt Maddy." "The
Tales of Aunt Maddy" is a collection of humorous,
"mostly fiction" short stories reporting the
adventures of a retired schoolteacher. Copies are
available on Amazon, or from Charlotte
(charlotte@charcrane.net), for $10 each.
! “My Town ~ My View” is Andrea Walker’s latest
book. It's an upbeat collection of short essays,
mostly viewpoints that have been published by PNJ
over almost fifteen years. Topics range from cancer
and community to education and politics with a few
things in between.
! Members of the Women’s Issues committee
interviewed Pensacola City Council member Sherri
Myers and Sue Hand, Executive Director of Favor
House.
! Haley Richards added the candidate information for
Escambia and Santa Rosa counties to
www.Vote411.org.

he Women's Issues Committee is working on
the problem of domestic violence in our local
area during this League year. Members will be
meeting with program providers, mental health
providers, government officials, law enforcement, and
others. With the information gathered through these
meetings as well as research, the committee will
chose an aspect of the problem where they can make a
measurable impact. Action steps will then be defined
and a project schedule will be created.
This project presents an opportunity to LWVPBA
members who have an interest in the issue of
domestic violence to get in on the ground floor, learn
along with other group members and have input on
the actions the committee will take in the next year.
All members are welcome to join. The monthly
committee meetings are held at the Spring Street
Library in Pensacola on the 4th Tuesday of every
month from 6 to 7:30 PM. The next meeting is in
September.

T

Welcome New Members
Cherie Arnette
Parker Beverly
Carol Cleaver
Latonya Jones-Connors
Pueschel Schneier Sarah Wandell

Condolence to the family of Ann Bunch, a
former League member, on the death of
her husband, Morgan.
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Solar Co-op Coming to NW Florida

September 2018

Meet Your Board Part II

Mary Gutierrez, earthethicsaction@gail.com

n Friday, May 25th, the League of Women Voters
of Okaloosa and Walton Counties (LWVOW)
hosted a press conference at the Okaloosa County
Commission Chamber lobby in Shalimar, FL. The
press conference was held to promote interest in the
building of a solar so-op in the two county area.
Approximately 25 people attended the event and,
since that time, interest has increased. Monthly calls have
been made as the group moves forward. The League of
Women Voters of Okaloosa Walton will host a series of
outreach and educational events in the two counties. The
formal solar co-op kickoff is planned for early October.
The Pensacola Bay League solar co-op initiative will
begin in the fall with the showing of a documentary
entitled "Reinventing Power: America's Renewable
Energy Boom". The showing will be held on October 2, at
Noon, at the Downtown Library.
The formal kickoff of the solar co-op is scheduled for
early 2019.

O

If you're interested in knowing more about a Co-op and
the prospects for solar energy or being part of the
committee, please contact League member Mary
Gutierrez at earthethicsaction@gmail.com

Melinda Beckett
Melinda, co-chairman of the
Education Committee, taught in
public schools in West Virginia
and Florida for 32 years . She
earned a BA in English and Social
Science from University of
Charleston, a Master's in Journalism from Marshall
University and Ed. S. in Ed Leadership from UWF.
In 2004, Milenda began to teach Florida Virtual
school, where she covered honors classes in American
History and English 3. She later taught the social
studies Advanced Placement (AP) courses. Some of her
fondest memories are working online in webinars with
students and teachers in groups, using many interactive
resources. A true history junkie, she loves to visit
museums, listen to oral histories and read biographies.
Vivian Faircloth
Vivian, Communication committee
chairman, worked as a Registered
Medical Technologist for about 25
years before moving to Pensacola.
She continued her activism and
interest in citizens' involvement in
government in Pensacola by monitoring the formation
and workings of ECUA and joining the local League.
Vivian served for 8 years as LWVF Treasurer, has
served several terms as our local President and
continues service on the Board. Vivian's interest in
technology and the arts combine in her work with the
local League Voter.
Gail Honea

WSRE-TV Rally ‘18 - League members assisted with
the candidates forums on WSRE - TV for the primary
election. Pictured: (L-R} Joyce Cassino, Charlyle Parrish,
Michelle Salzman and Kacey Jones from WSRE. Lucie
Wade and Paula Montgomery, along with two members
from Okaloosa served as hostesses. To view Rally ‘18
click here. Photo by Phillip Salzman, Salz Studio.

LWV Florida Board Positions
on 2018 Ballot Amendments Here

Gail, Ed.D. has been a member of the
League since 2012 when she traveled to
Cuba with her husband Frank Sansone,
on a League sponsored tour. As a
League member, she has been a member
of the Natural Resource Committee and
the 2018 Membership Committee. Gail was CEO of the
local nonprofit, Community Drug and Alcohol Council, Inc.
for 16 years before retiring in 2010. Before moving to
Florida, Gail headed Evaluation for the Virginia Department
of Vocational Rehabilitation. She also taught high school
and in the School of Education at Virginia Commonwealth
University.
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Annelise Reunert
Annelise was born and grow-up in
Denmark. After receiving her
engineering degree she immigrated
to French Canada with the intent to
learn how other people live and
work, and then return to Denmark.
But she met her future husband
.

there and together they later lived and worked in
British Columbia and several states in the USA. At
retirement they moved to Pensacola - ideal for
year-round sailing and birdwatching. Annelise taught
English as a Second Language for many years at
'Learn-To-Read', and continues to be active in the
Audubon Society. She joined LWV last year.

Calendar

24 Monday, 6 pm, “Backpack Full of Cash”, Washington
High School, details on page 1.
Contact Paula Montgomery, montpns@aol.com

September
8 Saturday, 2:30 pm Education Committee, Paula
Montgomery, 641 Connell Drive,438-8891

25 Tuesday, 6 pm, Women’s Issues Committee,
Downtown Library, 239 N. Spring St. Contact Mary
Collins, mcollins5349 at gmail.com

11 Tuesday, 5:30 pm , Board Meeting, Downtown
Library 239 N. Spring St., Members always welcome!

October
2 Tuesday, 12 pm, “Reinventing Power: America’s
Renewable Energy Boom” documentary by the Sierra
Club, Downtown Library, 239 N. Spring St., by Solar
Power Action Team. Contact Mary Gutierrez at 850549-7472.

15 Saturday, 10:15 am, General League Meeting
Pro/Con on Ballot Amendments, Tryon Branch
Library, 1200 Langley Ave.

Join the League of Women Voters Today!
It’s easy! Just send your check to:
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS g P.O. Box 2023, Pensacola, FL 32513 or PayPal here.
Name _________________________________________ Bi rth date ____________ New Mbr? Yes/No
Address: _____________________________________ Ci ty _________State ____Zip_______________
Home phone (___)___________ Other (___)____________E-mail ______________________________
Add Family Member(s): ________________________
____________________________________
DUES: $60.00 ______ Additional Mbrs @ 30.00 _______ Contribution_______ TOTAL____________
Dues are free for a student.
 I’m renewing my membership.
Membership dues and gifts to the League of Women Voters are not deductible as charitable contributions for tax purposes. (Tax deductible
contributions require a separate check written to the LWV Florida Education Fund and should be sent to our local treasurer.)

League of Women Voters
of the Pensacola Bay Area
PO. Box 2023
Pensacola, FL 32513

