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The Challenge of Preparing a
County Budget

.

Amy Lovoy, Director Management
& Budget Services Escambia County
Saturday, February 16, 2013
Tryon Branch Library, Langley Ave.
Coffee 10:15 a.m. Program 10:45 a.m.

my Lovoy, Management & Budget Services Department Director of
Escambia County, will be the speaker at the February monthly meeting of the
League. She is responsible to the County Commission for the preparation
and recommendation of the County's $356 million annual budget and Amy is
also responsible for the County's Purchasing and Risk Management divisions. She
serves as the County's financial liaison with FEMA and State Disaster Recovery
services.
A graduate of Huntingdon College, Amy became the budget manager for
Escambia County in 2001, when the budget was $367 million. The 2013 budget is
more than $11 million less than the year she began working for the County. In 2008
she faced the collapse of the housing market and the beginning of the severe
recession.
Join us as we examine both the sources of our County revenues, as well as
expenditures of local tax dollars.

A

Shannon Nickinson and Carl Wernicke
answer questions from the audience on
Saturday, January 19th.

Leaguer Charlotte Crane moderated the
discussion on Why Newspapers Survive.

www.lwvpba.org
lwvpba at gmail.com
Phone: (850)937-7769
facebook page

League members Kelly Richards, Elizabeth
Vickers, Rosemary Hays-Thomas and Mary
Gutierrez are seen standing in a packed
audience as Charlotte Crane moderated the

www.TheFloridaVoter.org
LWVF facebook page

topic "Why Newspapers Survive" in a
question/answer format. Read the report on

www.lwv.org
LWVUS Facebook page

on page 6 for the rest of the story.
(Photos by Steve Marvin)
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However, past attempts to drain the Everglades
to provide land for agriculture led to major
disruptions of the ecosystem and the loss of
much wildlife, as well as threats to the water
he Florida LWV has been organizing
supply. "Lake O." is seriously polluted with
"go-see" tours to interesting places in
agricultural runoff; there is salt water intrusion
our region which have some
into the aquifers of Venice and other West
connection to League's positions.
Coast cities, and the life cycles of many
Some of you may be familiar with the
organisms have been disrupted, some to the
popular trips to Cuba that some of our
point of near extinction. Despite this, our
members have taken. The next trip is to
Governor and Cabinet recently approved
Washington, DC, in late March. Please see
30-year leases with sugar interests, which are
http://www.thefloridavoter.org/events/field-t
currently the source of significant runoff into
rips for more information.
Rosemary Hays-Thomas
Lake Okechobee. Another (long-ago) outrage
was the near-extinction of many beautiful
The Everglades excursion that is shown on
species of Everglades birds in an attempt to
that site has just transpired, and it was great! Paula and I
satisfy
the
market
for plumes for women's finery in the early
drove a LONG way east and south – almost as far as one
19th
century!
Fortunately
they were saved when styles
can drive in Florida – to take part in the 2-day League
changed
and
the
short
hairdos
of the flappers pushed big
excursion in the Everglades National Park. It was
hats
out
of
fashion.
extremely informative and fun as well; several Leaguers

Co President’s Message

T

brought husbands or friends (yes, I do know that husbands
can be League members, but some of them were not!). Our
group included former U. S. Congresswoman Pat Schroeder
and also former University of South Florida President Betty
Castor (who earlier served as a State Senator;
Commissioner of Education in Florida; Hillsborough
County Commissioner; --- and, of course, President of the
LWV of Tampa!) We were in good company – Paula and I
were very impressed with the knowledge and confidence of
the Leaguers we met.
The Everglades are literally crawling with alligators!
They are everywhere, and not at all threatening, being more
concerned with conserving energy in the cold weather than
with chasing us down. We saw many vultures, but
thankfully none tried to take away parts of my Prius! Nary
a python appeared, however, which was fine with us. We
learned that the pythons are rapidly depleting the small
mammals in the Park and their number, size, and appetites
are a real threat to the Everglades ecosystem. Now that I
think of it, pythons probably do not recognize Park
boundaries so they are in fact a threat to people and small
animals all over South Florida. The pythons blend in easily
with the scenery and are hard to find until they find YOU!
The beautiful and varied birds, however, are easy to see and
EVERYWHERE.
This area is the first National Park created to protect a
threatened ecosystem, according to the National Park
Service brochure. A constant theme of our visit was what
(damage) humanity does to the natural environment, and
what can be done about it. The natural flow of water from
the Kissimmee area (think "Disney") would be to a
"holding pond" in Lake Okeechobee, overflowing and
running slowly through the Everglades "River of Grass"
toward the mangrove estuaries in the Gulf of Mexico-which serve an important purpose in building up the land.
Natural phases of wet and dry weather and the slow water
flow should lead to replenishment of underground water
and healthy life cycles for a variety of plants and animals.

You can take a "mini-trip" through the Everglades at
these web sites, courtesy of the National Wildlife Federation
http://www.nwf.org/wildlife/wild-places/everglades.aspx
and the National Park Service
http://www.nps.gov/ever/index.htm Lots of pictures!
Locally, on the environmental front, we are very
disturbed by HB 431, proposed by Rep. Doug Broxson.
This bill, if passed, would provide for oil and gas
exploration in the Blackwater State Forest. League has
written to Rep. Broxson asking that the bill be withdrawn
and we have urged our members to write him as well. There
is also a social media campaign underway, as well as good
coverage from local media. Rep. Broxson's views are that
the technology is very safe, and that revenues to state and
local government would justify the exploration. From the
League's perspective, it's the wrong direction to encourage
more use of fossil fuels; the US is already experiencing
increased production of oil, and local drilling does not
translate into lower gasoline prices at our pumps. Besides
the concern for endangered species, think about the physical
damage to a beautiful, wild place that would be done by
large equipment – even if the search for oil and gas proved
fruitless. Florida's environment has been badly damaged
over the years by the move for development and commercial
interests. When do we say, "Enough"?
On other fronts, our members are arranging for
interviews with our Legislators prior to the session, so that
we can communicate about their and our priorities. We are
also revising our famous Voter Guide (containing contact
information for local officials). Our State League is
pressing ahead with a lawsuit challenging the redistricting
for US Congress and State Senate. Recent news reports
have described email communications which allegedly show
attempts to subvert the Fair Districts Amendments. Stay
tuned on this one: There is probably more to come!
Continued on page 9 - President’s...
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Voices of the League
Carolyn Kolb, 939-8653
Cathy Scott’s story:
I have
always believed that voting is our
most important, fundamental
right as citizens of this great
country, and that it is not only
our right but also our duty to
vote. Voting, for many, is often
their only chance to play a direct
role in our political process and I
Cathy Scott
feel strongly that everyone
eligible should have an unobstructed opportunity to
participate. Over the past several years, it has seemed to

Nominating Committee Seeking
Qualified Board Members
e all know how powerful the League can be in
impacting our personal lives, how important it
can be to strengthening our leadership skills and
how vital it is in making a genuine difference in
our communities on the issues we care about! It is with
that spirit and pride that the Nominating Committee is
offering the opportunities for leadership service within the
League to candidates for Board positions!

W

As a League Board member, you will:
i Gain great leadership skills
i Learn in-depth about issues affecting our community
i Get hands-on experience with advocacy
i Make democracy work in the Pensacola Bay Area

me that the political process has become hyper-partisan to
an extent that I had not seen before in my lifetime. I really
felt that there was a concerted effort to obstruct the rights
of many citizens to cast their vote, and that many chose not
to vote simply because they lacked the information or
encouragement to do so. A member of the League of
Women Voters told me about the organization and it
sounded like exactly the type of organization that could
give me an opportunity to make a real contribution to
ensuring that everyone is able to exercise their right to
participate in the political process and to be informed
regarding candidates and issues. I love the fact that the
League is a nonpartisan organization and that I have found
others who share my passion for a fair, open and inclusive
political process. «

If you or someone you know in the League would be a
great fit for an LWVPBA Board position, please contact
the League email at lwvpba@gmail.com or Marilyn
Badessa, Chair of the Nominating Committee.
Is there a local governmental issue the League should
study next year? Now is the time to propose it. Please
contact Rosemary Hays-Thomas, 477-5560 or Paula
Montgomery, 438-8891. The Board will evaluate all
suggestions and recommend one or more study items.
Do you think any changes should be made in the
Bylaws of the local League? If so, please contact Elizabeth
Cook, 477-9573 or Muriel Wagner, 476-2188.
The Budget Committee can also use your suggestions
on the allocation of League funds. Contact Ellen Roston,
453-0730, or any Board member with your proposed
recommendations. Remember, the League of Women
Voters is a grassroots organization, depending upon its
members for direction to the leadership. «

Welcome New Members

Voter Service
e are in the process of updating our popular
handout, the Guide to Elected Officials, which
lists all the contact information for Santa Rosa
and Escambia elected officials. If you are
willing to help with the updating, please contact:
ekroston@aol.com or 453-0730. >>

W

The League extends Our
Condolences to Cathy Scott on the
death of her father.

Ann Davis
Fred Gant
Lorraine Ogan
Lesley Ortiz
Gertrud Walden
Jeffrey Elliot & Carolyn Tokson.
William M. Sloan - Welcome back
[Editor’s Note: Mailing addressees, phone numbers and
email addresses can be found on the League roster. Email
addresses will use the word ‘at’ instead of @ for your
internet protection in newsletters and website. Let Haley
Richards know at 293-9565 or email lwvpba at gmail.com
with any changes in your contact information.]
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Escambia Youth Justice
Coalition (EYJC) Report
Andrea Walker, 723-2112
he Escambia Youth Justice Coalition and the League
of Women Voters co-sponsored a meeting on
Saturday, January 26, at the First United Methodist
Church. Claudia Brown Curry, moderator,
announced the Rally to Tally Program to inform the
Legislature of the juvenile justice conditions in Escambia
County.
Brown-Curry
introduced David
Utter, an attorney with
the Southern Poverty
Law Center (SPLC) in
Montgomery,
Alabama. According
to Utter, the
Department of
Juvenile Justice in
Claudia Brown-Curry
Escambia County is
Photo by Steve Marvin incredibly broken. As
a society, we know
what works for
juvenile offenders and how to rehabilitate, but we continue
to do what doesn't work. There exists a tremendous need
for the community to step up.
Florida Senate Bill 2112 which was passed in 2011 is
emblematic of a broken system.

T

This bill amends ss. 985.686 and 985.688, F.S., allowing
counties to operate their own detention facility if they
cover the financial cost of detention care for
pre-adjudicated juveniles and providing that a county is
exempt from the provisions of these sections of Florida
Statutes if they are in compliance with specific provisions.
They consist of the following:
! Counties must fund the entire cost for pre-adjudication
detention for juveniles.
! Counties must authorize the county sheriff, any other
county jail operator, or contract provider that is
located inside or outside of the county to operate the
facility.
! County sheriffs or other county jail operators must be
accredited by the Florida Corrections Accreditation
Commission or the American Correctional
Association.
! Detention facilities must be inspected annually and
meet the Florida Model Jail Standards.
! Counties or county sheriffs may form regional
detention facilities through interlocal agreements in
order to meet the requirements of this section.
! County sheriffs or other county jail operators must
follow the federal regulations requiring sight and
sound separation of juvenile inmates from adult
inmates.
! If counties or county sheriffs comply with the
provisions of this new subsection, they will not be
subject to any additional training, procedures, or

inspections required in ch. 985, F.S.
http://www.flsenate.gov/Committees/BillSummaries/2011/
html/2112BC

Utter reminded those present that most people
today understand that adolescent development is a
critical time. The teenage brain grows in massive
spurts resulting in impulsive behavior. Anyone who
deals with adolescents has seen such behavior.
Policies in place now punish kids for the mistakes
they make as a result of poor judgment.
In addition, Utter maintains we have in essence
two justice systems: one for white kids with parents of
means and one for children of color. We can approach
the situation from two perspectives: 1) this disparity is
the result of racism; 2) as a matter of public safety
concern.
Three recent examples in Florida of this broken
system include closures of adolescent detention
facilities due to abuse: Dozier School for Boys, Milton
Detention Facility and the Thompson Academy.
Ninety-five percent of detention centers in Florida
are privatized, with a huge disparity in pay between
the CEOs and the people who deal with the kids. One
step we must take is to adequately train personnel who
deal with juveniles in order to avoid abuse.
Arrest is the first step into a system that gets bad
results. Arrest should be reserved for the most serious
offenses for two reasons. Its traumatic impact usually
stays with a person as one of the worst events of
his/her life, and fingerprinting is a public record that
can be accessed once the adolescent reaches the age of
eighteen. This, in turn, enhances the possibility of
re-arrest.
Miami has turned to the Civil Citation as an
alternative to arrest for a first misdemeanor with the
result of a much lower rate of adolescent incarceration
and recidivism. The Civil Citation carries more
productive consequences for the adolescent, including
counseling and education.
Escambia County is pushing for Civil Citation
because we have fifty-six percent more arrests than
the state and our rate of school arrests is double the
state average.
In Florida, secured detention (jail) is sixty-two
percent above the national average. The impact of
arrest and detention on a child's future is that he/she is
more likely to go deeper into the system. We need
alternatives to detention if for no other reason than the
expense of $200 to $250 per day.
The United States locks up more adolescents than
any other country in the world. Florida has the highest
rate of any state in the nation, and Escambia County is
the highest per county in the state.
Continued on page 5 .... EYJC
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Continued from page 3...EYJC
For adolescents who are followed for five years, the
recidivism rate is seventy-five percent.
There are models of detention with no barbed wire
or mace. For example, Missouri has homes that offer
educational opportunities for juvenile offenders Fifty
years of research also shows the return rate is higher
when adolescents are placed with serious offenders.
According to Utter, we need 1) to repeal SB2112,
2) a law to ban misdemeanor kids from remaining
longer than three months in residential detention, 3) to
stabilize them with a short detention and provide
intense aftercare, and 4) to tighten restrictions on
school-based arrests. Students should be arrested for
serious infractions only. Florida spends a lot of money
on Student Resource Officers and they should be held
accountable.
To address these
concerns, we need
to get
Representative
Matt Gaetz to
support these
reforms, and we
need to go to
Tallahassee to
Carolyn Kolb spoke on lobbying
show the
Photo by Steve Marvin legislature what we
want.
Stephanie Langer, also with the SPLC, works with
the education leader Jerry Couchman in Montgomery.
In February 2012, the SPLC filed a complaint for
disparate treatment under the Civil Rights Act. The
complaint opened an investigation in March.
From the education perspective, Langer says they
see a lot of "push out," that is removing students from
the classroom. Strategies such as out-of-school or
in-house suspension that deprive the troubled youth of
direct instruction by the teacher have bad results. Once
students reach the age of sixteen, they are no longer
required to be in school and many drop out. According
to Langer, Escambia County has good laws but does
not follow its own laws. Over half of school arrests
are not serious, and African-Americans are three and a
half times more likely to be "pushed out." Escambia
County also has a low graduation rate.
The school-to-prison pipeline begins with school
arrest for nonviolent misdemeanor situations for most
children. Schools need to do more. Students must still
behave responsibly and respectfully. Behavior should
be handled without removing the child. When students
are arrested and fingerprinted, they should receive
trauma-based intervention.
Schools have a "history of expertise" when faced
with situations. However, teachers need more training

and disruptive behavior should require therapeutic
counseling. School climate issues must be addressed.
Malcolm Thomas is in favor of the issuance of Civil
Citations.
Finally, the Escambia Youth Justice Coalition is
contacting local organizations to become part of the
coalition in order to have a louder voice in
Tallahassee. If you are part of a group or business and
would like to join this cause, please contact the group.
The SPLC is compiling a report on stories from
people who have experience with juvenile injustice
entitled "Voices from behind the Fence." They would
like to hear from you if you have a story to share.
Contributors will remain anonymous.
http://www.splcenter.org/what-we-do/children-atrisk/florida >>

Calendar
February
12 Tuesday, 5:30 pm Board
Meeting at Main Downtown
Library on Gregory Street in the
new Conference Room.
Members are welcome.
14 Birthday of the League of Women Voters. Ninety
three years old! Congratulations!

General Meeting
Saturday, February 16, 2013
"The Challenge of Preparing a County Budget "
Amy Lovoy, Escambia Budget Manager
Coffee 10:15 am - Program 10:45 am
Tryon Branch Library, Langley Avenue
19 Tuesday, 10 am International Relations Committee,
Azalea Trace Auditorium; Speaker: Dr. Don
Freeman, Myanmar/Burma/ Southeast Asia. For
further information, contact Gene Feicht at 479-3352
or gf1 at students.uwf.edu.
20 Wednesday, 11:30 am - 1 pm, Natural Resources
Committee, Tu-Do Vietnamese Restaurant, 7130 N
Davis Hwy. For more information contact Mary
Gutierrez, gutmry at cox.net.
March
2 Saturday, 10-12 am, New Member breakfast at Janet
deLorge’s home, 2928 Sundance Lane. 607-9170
12 Tuesday, 5:30 pm Board Meeting at Downtown
Library on Gregory Street in the Conference Room.
Members are welcome.
16 Saturday, 10:15 am General Meeting, Tryon Library
Topic -TBA
20 Wednesday. 11:30 am - 1 pm, Natural Resources
Committee, Tu-Do Vietnamese Restaurant, 7130 N
Davis Hwy. For more information contact Mary
Gutierrez, gutmry at cox.net.
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Leaguers Talk with Journalists
by Andrea Walker, 723-2112
harlotte Crane, League member and former business
editor at the Pensacola News Journal, presented guest
speakers Carl Wernicke and Shannon Nickinson at
Saturday's meeting, January 19, 2013. Shannon
Nickinson has covered health, education and environmental
issues and has held the positions of City Editor and Chief
Content Editor with the PNJ.
Carl Wernicke (possibly a household name) graduated
from Woodham High School and spent three years with the
Mobile Press Register before joining the PNJ in 1978. He
recently retired and is now senior writer with the Institute for
Human and Machine Cognition.
Crane moderated the topic "Why Newspapers Survive"
in a question/answer format.

C

Q. What do you consider the local market for news?
SN: Changes have made it harder for people to follow
because we don't have enough people to cover any more.
Local news is what we depend on for papers to survive, but
it's expensive. It takes a while for reporters to build expertise
in topics like budgets.
CW: No one knows what the local market is. Newspapers
can do more online, but the ad model doesn't work as well
online. Most money comes from the print side. The question
is, are people willing to pay for local news? They seem to be
willing to pay for print but not for online. Print is a loss
leader; ads pay, but there is great resistance from people to
pay for online. In 1976 individual reporters had beats.
Clearly the reach of coverage has shrunk since then.
Q: How is investigative journalism changing?
SN: More tools are available, for example the Westchester,
New York data base on gun permits (which has since been
removed). Investigative journalism has a huge tradition that
is still honored because the watch dog role is important.
CW: The PNJ was a finalist for a Pulitzer several years ago
for its reporting on the County Commissioners office that
sent some to jail. We used to have individual investigative
reporters and teams. Beat reporting led to investigation.
Reporters used to cover meetings, but now we don't have
enough people to cover them all. Getting to know people in
the community and building mutual trust is important.

limited.
CW: We can put more graphics online, pictures and even
videos; there is plenty of room for length. People want
constant upgrade online. The pressure to get online too soon
could increase incorrect information. In the newspaper,
corrections are printed. Online corrections replace the error.
Immediacy is the main thing.
Q: Halifax Media Group recently purchased Freedom
Newspapers for profit.
http://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/20120627/business/1
20629587
CW: I see it as a hopeful sign when people see value in
newspapers. Smaller newspapers seem stronger because people
take ownership. When weekly newspapers started up in the
past, reporters took lots of pictures of everything, chicken
dinners, clubs, etc. and wrote local interest stories. People
bought the papers to see pictures of themselves. This strategy
worked. The weeklies could then expand into more news and
fewer pictures. NorthEscambia.com is a good example that
covers a lot of info people want to see. There is a new one in
Santa Rosa County as well. We may see a return to smaller
papers.
SN: I think it's hopeful if they think they can make money with
newspapers.
CW: You can often pick up a jewel from a small local story,
for example, the man in Century who closed his airplane
building business and sold his technology to China.
Q: How should journalism balance the negative news with the
positive news?
SN: The fact is the bad news is read by the most people
according to the numbers online. People would like to think of
themselves as more highbrow, but people read the bad news.
CW: Every time we tried it, it didn't work. Analyses have
shown our paper to be mostly neutral or good news, but we
know what people click on every day. It's called "spinach
Journalism." Storytelling tends to get lost, but it must be
balanced.

Q: We hear a lot about online versus print. What are the
challenges and how are they handled?
SN: We no longer have the luxury of thinking of them
separately. The deadline used to be five o'clock; now the
deadline is all the time. The online world will eventually
outpace print. We will have to change our storytelling. With
a newspaper open and spread out, there are more
opportunities to see other stories as well as to see ads.
Online those opportunities to grab the readers' attention are

Charlotte Crane moderates discussion with
Nickinson and Wernicke at January Meeting.

Continued on page 7... Journalists
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Continued from page 6.... Journalists
Q & A after the moderation
CW: We run about 95 percent of the letters to the editor and
convo. There is a lot of ugliness on the web, so it is
bowdlerized.
Q: With pressure for immediacy, have journalism practices
become more lax?
CW: Web does well with sports. The Notre Dame story got
under the radar. A lot of online is posted without editing.
SN: The PNJ and reporters live and die by their name, so we
try to have an official source. If someone tells you he's
married or has a girlfriend, you believe him.
CW: Concerning profit, print is not dead; it's definitely going
to change because it's expensive. Print has a lot of life, but
the profit margin is less. If people will pay for online, it
would help.
SN: We offered the PNJ online for free for a long time, and
people got used to it. Now they don't want to pay, but we still
have expenses. It's obviously cheaper to save on ink,
newsprint and delivery.
Q: How does Nickinson choose her topics?
SN: I take Mark O'Brien's advice and try to stay two days
ahead. No one has ever told me no. I try to mix it up,
whatever I've read about or whatever entertains me that day.
CW: On fact based opinion writing, good opinion is based
on fact.
The PNJ building on Romana is for sale because there's
a lot of unused space. They are down from 400 people to
about 100, and the printing is now done in Mobile.
Q: Does press commentary make a difference with local
officials?
CW: They pay attention. Sometimes they use us. For a while
Sheriff Morgan wasn't talking to us. The situation reached a
point where we needed to know, so we put out a brief piece
online and he called us within an hour.
CW: Concerning environmental issues, coverage is lacking
because the beat was cut. We have a coast keeper.
Q: What are the repercussions on the democratic process?
SN: Obviously bad, people don't know enough to make up
their mind. Journalists explain things. Legal ads can offer big
stories very quietly.
In closing, a new contact list for elected officials is not
printed in the paper, but it can be online. LWVPBA.org has
a list of elected officials and their contact information. >>

Local League Seeks Volunteer for
LWVUS Clearinghouse Project
he new LWVUS Education Fund Clearinghouse
website is a repository for League studies from across
the country. There is a lot of time and hard work that
goes into undertaking a local study. Local Leagues are
encouraged to share their materials in this ‘clearinghouse’
and there are several good reasons to participate. First, after
all the time and effort put forth in a study it feels very
satisfying to share results with all who are interested in the
topic. Second, we could be helping a sister League in its
efforts to study the same issue. We all know the incredible
amount of time, talent and tenaciousness required to
undertake a study. Cutting out some of the initial research
time and gathering of materials is a huge help in making the
decision to undertake a study. Third, we can benefit in the
exact same ways from
other Leagues who
submit their materials
to this site. The catch is
that each League must
share their stuff!
LWVPBA is looking for
a member who would be willing to put our past studies into
the National Clearinghouse.
If this sounds like something you have the interest and
skills to undertake, please contact any LWVPBA Board
member to volunteer. >>

T

LWVF Applauds Governor Scott’s
Election Reform Recommendations
League looks forward to ‘getting to work” on these
issues as the Session approaches.
eirdre Macnab, President of the League of Women
Voters of Florida, issued this statement in response
to the Governor’s release of recommendations for
election reform:

D

“The League of Women Voters of Florida applauds
Governor Scott's recent recommendations for election
reform. From increasing the number of days for early voting
from 8 to 14, allowing local Supervisors of Elections more
flexibility in determining early voting locations, and
restoring shorter ballot language for voters, these steps are
essential to helping us put Florida's elections fiascoes behind
us once and for all. It is imperative to not only restore
citizens' confidence in our electoral process, but also to show
America that Florida can be synonymous with excellence in
elections. We applaud the Governor for taking a critical first
step, and we now look to the Florida Legislature to do their
part to protect our state's democracy.” >>
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Restore Act: how it works
Mary Gutierrez, Natural Resources Chair, 549-7472

n 2011 the House and Senate passed similar versions of
the Resources and Ecosystems Sustainability, Tourist
Opportunity, and Revived Economies of the Gulf Act (the
"RESTORE Act") that will invest fines by BP and other
responsible parties for the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill
into the Gulf region. The Act was signed into law on July 6,
2012.
The RESTORE Act creates an essential framework to
manage and finance the Gulf Coast recovery. Using 80% of
the Clean Water Act (CWA) penalties from the Gulf oil
disaster, the RESTORE Act establishes a trust account, the
Gulf Coast Restoration Trust Fund, to restore both the
environmental health and economy of the Gulf Coast.
The Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council ("Council"),
which oversees the spending of these funds, was created by
the RESTORE Act. The Council is comprised of governors
or their representatives from the five affected Gulf States, the
Secretaries from the U.S. Departments of the Interior,
Commerce, Agriculture, and Homeland Security, as well as
the Secretary of the Army and the Administrator of the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency. The Gulf States
recommended and President Obama appointed the Secretary
of Commerce as the Council's Chair.

I

The RESTORE Act funding breakdown includes:
! 35 percent will be divided equally among the five states
- Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida and Texas for ecological and economic restoration, which may
include, but is not limited to, environmental restoration,
natural resource damage mitigation, fisheries monitoring,
workforce development and job creation, improvements
to state parks, infrastructure projects, coastal flood
protection, planning assistance, tourism promotion,
recreational fishing and seafood promotion.
! 30 percent will be used by the Council to implement a
comprehensive plan for ecosystem and economic
recovery of the Gulf Coast;
! 30 percent will be distributed to individual states, based
on the varying impacts of the spill within their borders.
Each state must adopt a plan for spending the money that
will be approved by the Council. The formula for each
state is 40% based on proportionate number of shoreline
miles that experienced oiling, 40% based on inverse
proportion of the average distance from the Deepwater
Horizon oil rig, and 20% based on average population of
the coastal counties within each Gulf Coast State.
! 2.5 percent will be used to create the Gulf Coast
Ecosystem Restoration Science, Observation, Monitoring
and Technology Program within the Department of
Commerce's National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA); and
! 2.5 percent of the money will finance Centers of
Excellence Research grants, focusing on science,
technology, and monitoring related to Gulf restoration.
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County Commissioners ("Board") adopted Resolution
R2012-150, which established the RESTORE Act Advisory
Committee. The purpose of the Committee is "to assist the
Board in allocating its share of certain fine and settlement
amounts pursuant to the Federal RESTORE Act of 2012".
The committee will be made up of nine members.
Members must be residents of Escambia County and
represent one of the following communities: the financial
industry, the business community, transportation,
government, the City of Pensacola, local environmental
advocacy organizations, citizens-at-large, and two
unrestricted at-large positions to be determined by Board
approval. Each commissioner was allotted one seat-selection
on the nine member committee.
Commissioner Grover C. Robinson, IV, will act as the
head of the Committee and liaison to the Commission.
Currently the committee consists of the following members:
Christian Wagley, Environmental Advocacy; Bentina
Terry, City of Pensacola; Tammy Bohannon, Governmental
Representative; Alan McMillian, Transportation
Representative; Donald McMahon, Economic Development
Representative; Al Coby, citizen-at-large; Tammy
Bohannon, government experience; Gregg Beck, financial
experience and Harlan Butler and Michelle Avignone
Inere, two at-large representatives.
On September 13, 2012 the Santa Rosa County Board
of County Commissioners ("Board") adopted Resolution
2012-32 to establish the Santa Rosa County RESTORE
Council for purpose of, among other items as set forth by
Board, includes:
1. Review potential projects and expenditures under the
RESTORE Act, and solicit public input regarding such
projects and expenditures;
2. Develop a multi-year implementation plan (the "Plan'') to
implement and carry out the purposes and intent of the
RESTORE Act, and solicit public input to assist in the
development of the Plan;
3. Submit the Plan to the Santa Rosa County Board of County
Commissioners for approval, and update the Plan no less than
annually;
4. Work or consult with any firm, coalition, or consultant as
directed by the Santa Rosa County Board of County
Commissioners to carry out the purposes of the Council.
The committee has the potential to consist of eleven
members. Members must be residents of Santa Rosa County
and represent one of the following communities: a
representative of each of the five districts appointed/selected
by the County Commissioner for that District;
Representatives from the City of Gulf Breeze, City of Milton,
the Town of Jay, and a representative from the Navarre Beach
Area Chamber of Commerce. Selected members must also
have experience or expertise in one or more of the following
areas: the environment, coastal resources, business
development, tourism, or economic development.
Continued on page 9....Restore

On October 18, 2012, the Escambia County Board of
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Continued from page 8. Restore....

Continued from page 2. Presidents...

The Santa Rosa RESTORE Council consists of the
following individuals: Cal Bodenstein - District 1; Rob
Williamson - District 2; Donna Tucker - District 3; Greg
Fountain - District 4; Dave Robau - District 5; Brian
Watkins - City of Milton; Shon Owens - Town of Jay; Buzz
Eddy - City of Gulf Breeze; and Kelly Fuller - Navarre
Beach Area Chamber of Commerce.
Northwest Florida, as well as the other Gulf States
impacted by the Deepwater Horizon, has the unique
opportunity to initiate and implement projects that restore our
diverse and fragile ecosystem. These projects should reflect
the needs of the community as a whole; they should support
sustainable practices, and address both environmental and
economic concerns. This is an opportunity for us to work
together to ensure that we as community are moving in the
right direction as well as the same direction. >>

Finally, this is the time of year when our committees
will begin their work in preparation for the Annual
Meeting in May. Our Officers and Directors for the
Board are nominated each year by our Nominating
Committee, chaired this year by Marilyn Badessa.
Several positions are open for next year. If you are
interested in joining the Board, or think you might be
and just want to see what is involved, or if you would
like to suggest nominees for consideration by the
Committee, please contact Marilyn. We strive to have
an open yet discreet nomination process, one that
produces a well-qualified Board that will lead us in
continuing as an effective voice for democracy.

LWVUS Legislative
Priorities for 2013
he LWVUS Board established the following as
Legislative Priorities for 2013:

T

Money in Politics and the many facets of Election
Reform.
In addition, the following were included as a second
tier of focus for 2013:
Climate Change, Gun Safety and Immigration.
Other issues, such as Health Care, Defense and
Budget/Taxes may be acted on as opportunities arise
for League action, if they do not interfere with action
on an LWVUS priority, and it appears the LWVUS
can make an impact.
The Board considered many issues and the responses
from League members suggesting Legislative
Priorities. The decisions were based on what issues
are likely to come before the 113th Congress, the
opportunities to make an impact, program decisions
made by members at the last Convention, member
interest, and resources available to manage these
priorities effectively. The Board reviews these
priorities throughout the year, making changes if
necessary. >>

In League,
Rosemary Hays-Thomas
Co-President

Letter From Elizabeth MacNamara,
LWVUS President
s the League powered the vote for the 2012 Election, we
reminded voters that 'your vote is your voice’. Now that
the votes have been cast, it is time to govern and
government of, by, and for the people requires active and engaged
citizen voices all the time, not just during an election. To realize
the power of the vote, we must raise our voices to demand
accountability.
The League was founded 93 years ago, not just to register and
inform newly enfranchised women voters, but also to integrate
women into the political process. To accomplish either mission
League members relied on facts with the belief that knowledge is
power. Over the years, the League has become a trusted source for
information on both the electoral and political process and on the
issues that confront the community.
We are seeing a new majority emerge in America and that
majority is just now finding its voice. The League has fought hard
to keep politicians from silencing this new majority by erecting
barriers to the vote and that fight is far from over. Voting rights
and even citizenship are hot button issues right now. The tools in
the League's citizen tool bag transcend voter service. Could the
voters we registered last year benefit from those tools? From
observer corps to legislative news letters to educational forums,
the League has always helped voters translate the power of their
vote to the power of their voice. Our work in communities around
the country offers an opportunity to promote our tools through our
partnerships, events and online channels. >>

A
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The League of Women Voters of Florida, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed and
active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and
influences public policy through education and advocacy.

Join the League of Women Voters Today!
It’s easy! Just send your check to:
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS g P.O. Box 2023, Pensacola, FL 32513
Name _________________________________________ Bi rth date ____________ New Mbr? Yes/No
Address: _____________________________________ Ci ty _________State ____Zip_______________
Home phone (___)___________ Other (___)____________E-mail ______________________________
Add Family Member(s): ________________________

____________________________________

DUES: $55.00 ______ Additional Mbrs @ $27.50 _______ Contribution_______ TOTAL____________
Dues are $27.50 for a student enrolled in a certificate or degree program.
 I’m renewing my membership.
I am interested in the following areas (Circle all interests)
Education
Natural Resources
Social Policy
Public Relations
Library
Voter Service
Transportation
Growth Management
Membership
Hospitality
Photography
Naturalization
County Government
City Government
State Government
Newsletter
Voter Registration
Publicity
Ethics Study
Historian
Research

Speaker’s Bureau
Website
Legislative Action
Restoration of Felon Rights
National Government
Social Media
Observer Corps

Membership dues and gifts to the League of Women Voters are not deductible as charitable contributions for tax purposes. (Tax deductible
contributions require a separate check written to the LWV Florida Education Fund and should be sent to our local treasurer.)

League of Women Voters
of the Pensacola Bay Area
PO. Box 2023
Pensacola, FL 32513

