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The Silence is Broken
January 20, 2018

Tryon Library, 1200 Langley Ave.
Coffee 10:15 Program 10:30 am

Speaker:  Ed Watson

S
exual Harassment  is a topic that is no
longer discussed only in whispers, most
often by females who have been victimized.
Recent headlines and resignations of

elected officials identified as harassers have
brought national attention to the public. The
Silence Breakers, #me to and "Time's Up"

movements reflect how the climate has changed. 
Can zero tolerance policies change behavior, culture or create an

atmosphere where victims of sexual harassment are empowered to come
forward as part of the equation?

Ed Watson, a Pensacola native, will share his expertise and insights in a
discussion of sexual harassment on Saturday, January 20, at the monthly
League meeting at the Tryon Library. Watson served in the Marines as a
Legal Officer and Senior Enlisted Adviser and was responsible for educating
and overseeing the investigations of sexual harassment and assault allegations
in the military. He followed the rules and regulations used by the military to
settle these claims. This position offered a unique perspective of the issue
from both the female and male points of view.

US Supreme Court Chief Justice John G. Roberts, Jr. announced an
initiative recently to ensure proper procedures are in place to protect law
clerks and other court employees from sexual harassment. He stated the
federal judiciary "is not immune" from this widespread problem. Reports of
sexual harassment by elected officials in Florida have appeared in statewide
newspapers.

Join us for discussion of this timely issue!

Citizen Advocacy Training
January 24, 2018, 6:00 pm

Downtown Library, 239 N. Spring St.
Leader: Holly Parker, Surfrider Foundation

Regional Manager, Lobbyist 

T
he LWV Pensacola Bay Area & Surfrider Foundation Emerald
Coast Chapter welcome you to our joint lobby day training. Want
to learn how to speak truth to power? Here's your chance! Join
our advocacy training session hosted by Surfrider Foundation

Florida Chapter Network Regional Manager and lobbyist, Holly Parker.
All are welcome, so bring a friend!

http://www.lwvpba.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/League-of-Women-Voters-of-the-Pensacola-Bay-Area/324634724259495
http://www.TheFloridaVoter.org
http://www.lwv.org
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Haley Richards Ellen Roston

Co President’s
Message

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

W
ith the Holiday Season over, Ellen and I are
looking forward to all of the various activities and
events Leaguers have planned for January and
beyond.  Thank you to all League Members who

attended the December 11th Escambia County Legislative
Delegation Meeting to share our Legislative Priorities with
Rep. Clay Ingram, Rep. Frank White and Sen. Doug
Broxson.  The 2018 Legislative Session starts January 9,
2018 so be on the lookout for LWVF Action Alerts and
Capitol Reports to stay informed about the League's
Legislative Priorities.  

The League of Women Voters of Florida Legislative
Summit 2018 is scheduled for February 6-7, 2018 in
Tallahassee.  This 2-day event includes a crash course in
lobbying, opportunities to hear from legislators in the
Cabinet meeting room, a press conference on the steps of
the Historic Capitol, opportunities to lobby your legislators
as well as attending the committee meetings addressing
issues that are LWVF priorities.   If you are interested in
going, please call Haley Richards, (850) 293-9565 or email 
presidentlwvpba@gmail.com 

SAVE THE DATE:  68th Annual Meeting is Saturday,
May 12, 2018 at the Pensacola Yacht Club.  The Board is
already working on plans for the Annual Meeting and we
will need member participation on various committees for
the Business Meeting: Budget, Bylaws, Program Planning,
and more.  If you are interested in serving on the Board of
Directors next year contact Elizabeth King, Nominating
Committee Chair. 

We would also like to express our gratitude to Board
Member, Ann Davis, for hosting the Holiday Social at her
home last month.  A good time was had by all who came
out to celebrate the Holidays with League friends.    

In League,
Haley & Ellen

NPV Webinar January 10th, 5:30 pm

L
WVF has added the National Popular Vote
Interstate Compact as a priority issue during the
current Florida Legislative session. House Bill
(HB367), sponsored by Representative Geller, is

pending and Senator Victor Torres has agreed to sponsor a
bill in the Senate.

A press conference to explain the Compact will be held
in Tallahassee on January 17. In order to familiarize
citizens statewide of NPVIC, a Webinar is scheduled on
Thursday, January 10 at 5:30 CST. Put the date on your
calendar and  register here.

Let's make the Sunshine
State a Solar State!

S
olar United Neighbors of
Florida and the League of
Women Voters of Florida
partnered over a year ago to

foster solar co-ops across the state.
The partnership "expands access
to solar by educating Floridians
about the benefits of distributed
solar energy, helping them

organize group solar installations, and strengthening
Florida's solar policies and its community of solar
supporters." - SUN of FL.

The League of Women Voters of the Pensacola Bay
Area is proud to now be part of this statewide initiative!
This nonprofit program helps communities learn about and
affordably participate in solar via volume purchasing and
competitive bidding to achieve discounts of up to 20% for
average participants.  

Our first meeting of the Pensacola Bay Area Solar
Energy Committee is on Tuesday, January 16th at 1:00 p.m.
at Pensacola's downtown library 239 N. Spring Street,
Meeting Room C.

Learn how you can help to educate local officials and
the general public on the economic and environmental
benefits of solar energy and how we will work to bring solar
co-ops to Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties.

For information or how to become a volunteer in this
initiative, contact League member Mary Gutierrez at
earthethicsaction@gmail.com or at 850-549-7472.

LWV Florida in Action

- LWVF has opened a new LWV
Florida satellite office in Orlando, staffed by Abdelilah
Skhir. 1001 N Orange Ave, Orlando FL 32801.
850-583-4399, lwvfcomms@gmail 

- LWVF wrote to Chairman of CRC to express concerns
about the delivery of information to committee members and
the public prior to CRC committee votes; also, a letter 
related to the source and substance of the information sent.

- LWVF Lobbyist will publish the first Capitol Reports on
Friday. Read and Respond to these weekly updates on bills
of interest to League members. 

- Tune in to Webinars and Conference calls on Action items
of concern to League.

- LWVF created Coalition to Prevent Gun Violence after the
Pulse Nightclub massacre to promote smart gun legislation. 
Coalition helped defeat three proposed bill that would have
drastically loosened state gun laws.

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/449313615375044610
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November Natural Resources
 Committee Activities 

Carolyn Kolb, 240-8653

O
n November 8, the Natural Resources
committee sponsored a presentation by Holly
Parker at the downtown Library. Parker,
Director of Surfrider Florida, spoke on reusable

plastic bag legislation that is under consideration in
Florida. Surfriders is predominantly a conservation
organization and was largely responsible for success in
banning single-use plastic bags in California. Our local
League is using the Surfrider model in our assault on
single-use plastic bags and appreciates Holly's
legislative updates on this issue. 

On November 11, Enid Sisskin
and Carolyn Kolb gave 160
League reusable bags to
customers at the new Publix at
12th Avenue and Cervantes
Street. Each bag contained
information on the negative
aspects of single use plastic bags.
The Publix manager contributed
"Remember to bring your bag"
key fobs which were given with
the bags. The personnel of Publix
were quite enthusiastic and often

sent customers outside to get League bags. Dan Brown,
Superintendent of Gulf Islands National Seashore,
requested 100 information flyers for distribution.

Download a copy of the flyer here.

Our League had purchased 1000 reusable bags for
distribution; at the present time 300+ bags are available
for distribution. If you know of an event or appropriate
business to pass out the League's reusable shopping
bags, contact Carolyn Kolb at 850-240-8653.

Beginning on January 2, Natural Resources
Committee members will participate as readers of Enid
Sisskin's Eco-Minutes on WUWF. The minutes air at 4
o'clock every weekday. Members of the committee will
submit their individual statements. This is a part of our
continuing efforts to educate ourselves and the
community on the necessity of curbing the profusion of
plastic.

On Tuesday, January 30, members will meet with
Jim Roberts at ECUA Headquarters at 11 a.m.
Attendees will then take a field trip to the ECUA
composting facility at the Perdido Landfill.  Email
Carolyn at c.kkinfla@gmail.com for reservations and
complete details.

Great Decisions
U.S. global engagement and the military

 

L
eague members, who are
interested in Great Decisions
programs on world affairs, are
encouraged to attend the

discussion of U.S. GLOBAL
ENGAGEMENT AND THE

MILITARY, on Tuesday, January 16 at 10 a m in the
Azalea Trace Auditorium. 

Henry Trimble will lead the discussion of how the
global power balance is rapidly evolving, leaving the
United States at a turning point with respect to its level of
engagement and the role of its military. Some argue for an
"America First" paradigm, with a large military to ensure
security, while others call for a more assertive posture
overseas. Some advocate for a restoration of American
multilateral leadership and a strengthened role for
diplomacy. Still others envision a restrained U.S. role,
involving a more limited military. How does the military
function in today's international order, and how might it be
balanced with diplomatic and foreign assistance capability?

The eight program series is sponsored by the Foreign
Policy Association, whose mission is to serve as a catalyst
for developing awareness, understanding and informed
opinion on U.S. foreign policy and global issues. Through
its balanced, nonpartisan programs and publications the
FPA encourages citizens to participate in the foreign policy
process.  

2018 Great Decisions topics are as follows:
 
G The waning of Pax Americana?
G Russia's foreign policy
G China and America: the new geopolitical equation
G Media and foreign policy
G Turkey: a partner in crisis
G U.S. global engagement and the military
G South Africa's fragile democracy
G  Global health: progress and challenges

For details, contact Janet de Lorge at jgde1@aol.com or
call 607-7114. Books may be purchased for $26.60

Welcome New Members !
Sarah C. Hall 

Elaine Sargent

Karen Vigneron 

Kathryn Mary (Kammy) Beich Young 

Members’ contact information is contained in the

 Membership Roster.  If you have not received the latest one,
contact Cathy Scott, basketbabe at mchsi.com or 396-5727.

file:///C|/Users/Vivian/Documents/Documents/Voter/2017-2018/Plastic%20Flyer.pdf
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Dr. Carol Weissert’s Overview of
the Florida Constitution Revision

Commission: 

E
very generation of citizens has a right to “choose
for itself the form of government it believes most
promotive of its own happiness.” Thomas
Jefferson

On January 3, a large group braved the cold weather to
hear Dr. Carol Weissert, Director of the Leroy Collins
Institute at Florida State University, present an
overview and actions of the Constitution Revision
Commission.

Background
There are five methods to amend the Florida
Constitution, including: 

! Constitution Revision Commission 
! Legislative Proposed Amendments
! Taxation and Budget Commission
! Citizen Initiatives
! Constitutional Convention

Constitution Revision Commission
The Constitution Revision Commission (CRC) is a

group of 37 members, appointed to review the Florida
Constitution every 20 years. Members can propose
changes to the  Constitution, which go directly on the
ballot in the upcoming election.

In 1978, the first CRC proposed eight changes to
the Constitution; however, none was adopted by the
voters but some were implemented later.  In 1998, nine
proposals were submitted and eight were approved.
(Major marketing efforts were made to inform
citizens.) 

Selection of the members of the CRC consists of
the following appointments: 
     Governor- 15 members
     Speaker of House of Representatives- 9 members
     Senate President- 9 members
     Supreme Court Chief Justice- 3 members
     Attorney General is a member. 
Carlos Beruff, a real estate developer, chairs the current
Commission.

The 2017-2018 Commission has held 9 public
hearings and three short commission meetings so far.
Approximately eight hundred (800) proposals have
been submitted by citizens for consideration. CRC
commissioners have proposed 103 changes; in some
cases adopting citizen recommendations.  Each issue is
heard in two of the twelve CRC committees and must
be approved by at least 10 committee members in order
to be considered by the full Commission. Among these
proposals are:

   * basic rights
   * open primary elections
   * non-partisan county officials

   * extension of legislative session to 90 days
   * ranked choice voting
   * recall of elected officials
   * ban of death penalty
   * 2/3 vote requirement when restricting home rule
   * appointment of local school superintendents
   * appointment rather than election of circuit and county 
judges
   * right to honest living

Thirteen proposals have been advanced from committees
so far. The CRC must submit its final proposals by May 10.
Each proposal must have support of 22 of the 37 Commission
members before it can be placed on the ballot. The Style and
Drafting Committee will draft final language and package the
final proposed ballot amendments,  The proposed changes
will go directly to the voters for consideration in the
November 6, 2018 general election.  Unlike submission of
citizen proposed amendments, CRC proposed changes do not
require attorney general or Florida Supreme Curt review. 
The CRC meetings can be seen on the Florida Channel.
(https://thefloridachannel.org/)

Dr. Weissert’s PowerPoint
presentation may be viewed here to
learn more about the CRC; Leroy
Collins Institute education project
here; Florida Bar education program
link here; the LWV Florida webpage
on the CRC here. The Partnership for

Revising Florida’s Constitution: A Citizens Guide to the
CRC can be downloaded here.  The website for the Florida
website is www.flcrc.gov.

Public hearings have been held throughout Florida. On
February 27, a CRC hearing to get input from the Pensacola
area will be held at the UWF Conference Center. The
meeting is scheduled from 1 pm to 7 pm. If an appearance
form is filled out by 7:00 pm, an opportunity to speak before
the Commission is to be provided.
  

NATURALIZATION CEREMONY

F
or years, our local League has been actively involved
with the Naturalization Ceremonies, which are
conducted by the U.S. Federal Court, Northern District
of Florida. At the present time, ceremonies are held five

times each year to welcome new citizens to our nation. These
events are very impressive and all League members are
strongly encouraged to attend at least one time.

The League provides copies of the Guide to Elected
Officials to the new citizens. The office of the Supervisor of
Elections encourages the new citizens to register to vote
following the ceremony and become full participants in our
democracy.

The initial 2018 ceremony will be held on February 23, at
Pensacola City Hall.  If you are interested in attending a
ceremony during the year, please contact Janet deLorge at
jgde1@aol.com or call 607-7114 or 377-8099.

file:///C|/Users/Vivian/Documents/Documents/Voter/2017-2018/weissert%20updated%20CRC%20slides%201%202%2017.pptx
http://news.fsu.edu/news/business-law-policy/2015/10/27/leroy-collins-institute-launches-constitution-revision-commission-project/
https://www.floridabar.org/news/tfb-news/?durl=%2Fdivcom%2Fjn%2Fjnnews01.nsf%2F8c9f13012b96736985256aa900624829%2Fc036f232152cf508852581bf0051f21e
http://www.lwvfl.org/your-florida-government/florida-constitution-revision-commission/
https://www.floridabar.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/ada-florida-constitution-revision-commission-brochure.pdf
http://www.flcrc.gov.


The Voter page 5 January 2018  

. 

Our Local League in Action

- Condolences to the family of former League member, Willie
Boston, age 97. The right to vote was of prime importance in her
life.
 
- Co-President Haley Richards presented League legislative
priorities  at the December meeting to the Northwest Florida
Legislative Delegation.
 
- 2018 Legislative Summit, February 6 and 7 in Tallahassee. Our
local League has many new members and you are strongly
encouraged to make plans to attend the Summit. With presentations
by elected officials and League leaders, the sessions offer a
learning experience for upcoming League leaders.  You will be
enlightened, informed and, hopefully, willing to take an active role
in the activities of the Pensacola Bay Area League. Please read the
overview of Summit in this Voter's message from the President,
Haley Richards.
 
- The LWVoters will celebrate its 98th birthday February 14.  This
is a remarkable feat for an organization which is not dependent on
public funding from government.  Rather, League members engage
in fundraising activities, in addition to annual dues, to support our
efforts to promote good government at all levels. YOU are
important to the success of the League's future.  Your donation of
$100, in addition to annual dues, entitles you to be a Susan B.
Anthony member for the League year.  In a joint household, the
same contribution entitles both of you to enjoy this membership. 
Contributions may be made to our local League or to the Education
Fund, the tax deductible arm of the League.
 
- Members who make purchases at Office Depot can earn rewards
for the local League.  Simply give the clerk the League phone
number, 850-937-7769, and your purchase can help defray our
League expenses.
 
- Muriel Wagner, Escambia County Commissioner, 1986-1990,
was honored by the Institute for Women in Politics with a Lifetime
Membership as she was a trailblazer who made local history.  She
was the first woman elected to the Commission since 1924.
 
- We all know how powerfully the League can impact our personal
lives, how important it can be in strengthening our leadership skills
and how vital it is in making a genuine difference in our
communities on the issues we care about!  It is with that spirit and
pride that the Nominating Committee is offering opportunities for
leadership service within the League to candidates for Board
positions  As a League Board member, you will:

Gain great leadership skills
Learn about issues affecting our community
Get hands-on experience with advocacy
Make democracy work in the Pensacola Bay Area.

 - 2018 LWVF Priorities: Education, Natural Resources, Gun
Safety and Health Care, Details at www.lwvfl.org

- Leaguers who have not renewed their 2017-2018 memberships are
dropped from the membership in January. If you think there is an
error on your status, please contact the League at 438-5539. You
are important to the League!. 

- Thank you Ann Davis for inviting League members into your
lovely home for the Holiday Social.  Good conversation with new
and old friends was in abundance and a terrific way to start the
Holiday Season.

Calendar

January
3 Wednesday, 10 am, CRC

Presentation, Dr. Carol
Weissert, Leroy Collins Institute
at the Downtown library. 

8 Monday, 10:00 am, Natural Resources Committee, Gulf Breeze 
Library, 1060 Shoreline Dr., Contact Carolyn Kolb, 240-8653.

9 Tuesday , 5:30 pm, Board Meeting,  Downtown library on
Spring Street.  Members are welcome.

10 Wednesday, 5:30 pm, NPVIC Webinar.  (See page 2.)

13 Saturday, 2:30 pm, Education Committee at Paula
Montgomery’s home, 641 Connell Dr. Penacola, 438-8891

16 Tuesday, 10:00 am, International Relations,  Great Decisions
discussion at Azalea Trace on U.S. Global Engagement and the
Military, Leader Henry Trimble. For information: 607-7114

16 Tuesday, 1:00 pm, Solar Co ops for Pensacola Area, Downtown
library, 239 N. Spring Street. Contact Mary Gutierrez, 549-7472 

20 Saturday, 10:15 am, General League Meeting, Tryon Branch
Library, 1200 Langley Ave, “The Silence is Broken”, by Ed
Watson. 

24 Wednesday, 6:00 pm, Citizen Advocacy Training, Downtown
Library, 239 N. Spring St., Holly Parker, Surfrider

30 Tuesday, 11:00 am, Field Trip to ECUA Composting Facility;
meet at ECUA Headquarters. Contact Carolyn Kolb at c.kkinfla
at gmail.com for details.

February
5 Monday, 10:00 am, Natural Resources Committee, Gulf Breeze 

Library, 1060 Shoreline Dr., Contact Carolyn Kolb, 240-8653.

6 Tuesday, 5:30 pm Board Meeting, Downtown Library 239 N.
Spring St., Members always welcome!

14 Wednesday, Happy 98th Birthday! To the League of Women
Voters.

17 Saturday, 10:15 am, General League Meeting, Fake News in
the Digital World, Tryon Branch Library, 1200 Langley Ave, 

17 Saturday, 2:30 pm, Juvenile Justice Committee, Paula
Montgomery’s home, 641 Connell Dr. Pensacola, 438-8891

23 Friday, 10 am, Naturalization Ceremony, Pensacola City Hall

24 Saturday, 10:15 am, Cyber Security Forum, Downtown
Library, 239 N. Spring St. Focus: Personal Cyber Security,
National Cyber Security and Voting Systems Cyber Security.

27 Tuesday, 1 - 7 pm, Constitution Revision Commission Public
Hearing to get input from the Pensacola Area, UWF Conference
Center.  

28 Wednesday, 6 pm, Women’s Issues Committee, Contact Mary
Collins, mcollins5349 at gmail.com, for details.

http://www.lwvfl.org
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In 1949 the League of Women Voters Pensacola Bay Area was formed as a non-partisan political organization of men and women who
encourage informed and active participation in government.  The League conducts studies and following consensus, takes positions on
major public policy issues.  Through education and advocacy, the League works to inform the electorate and impact legislation.

The League neither supports nor opposes any political party or candidate for office.  However, individual members are
urged to be as active in the political process.

Join the League of   Women Voters Today!

It’s easy!  Just send your check to:

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS  g  P.O. Box 2023, Pensacola, FL 32513 or PayPal here.

Name _________________________________________ Birth date   ____________  New Mbr? Yes/No

Address: _____________________________________ City _________State ____Zip_______________

Home phone (___)___________ Other (___)____________E-mail ______________________________ 

Add Family Member(s): ________________________        ____________________________________

DUES: $55.00 ______ Additional Mbrs @ $27.50 _______ Contribution_______ TOTAL____________     

Dues are $27.50 for a student enrolled in a certificate or degree program. 

� I’m renewing my membership.

Membership dues and gifts to the League of Women Voters are not deductible as charitable contributions for tax purposes.  (Tax deductible

contributions require a separate check written to the LWV Florida Education Fund and should be sent to our local treasurer.)

League of Women Voters
of the Pensacola Bay Area
PO. Box 2023
Pensacola, FL 32513

I am interested in the following areas (Circle all interests)
Education Natural Resources Social Policy Speaker’s Bureau

Voter Service Growth Management Website  Observer Corps

Membership Legislative Action Hospitality Naturalization

Newsletter Voter Registration Publicity Social Media

Women’s Issues

https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=3D-TKnq7qe5nV2vnNQRAYq1wu0NCcKopglA60Gcie4wybvT08m2o-xv-gOS&dispatch=50a222a57771920b6a3d7b606239e4d529b525e0b7e69bf0224adecfb0124e9b61f737ba21b0819854c9344d44ba73d0e985f103871e284d

