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August 3, 2020
 7:00 pm

Y
ou are invited to a Virtual
Candidate Forum via
Zoom Webinar on
Monday, August 3, at

7:00 PM, for candidates seeking
election to the Emerald Coast
Utilities Authority (ECUA). In
this time of limited contact, this
Forum will provide information
of interest to the voting public

prior to the August 18 Primary election.
Questions from the League will be asked as well as those from interested

citizens. Email your questions for ECUA candidates to lwvpba@gmail.com
Questions will be screened to assure fairness and avoid personal attacks.

They may be rewritten for clarity and duplicate questions may be combined.
This focus on fairness to the candidates and the public is the foundation of our
non-partisanship. The League sponsors candidate forums as a public service
and our membership is open to all who would like to be a part of that effort.

The Forum will be livestreamed on the LWV Pensacola Bay Area
Facebook page and the recording will be posted on the League website at
www.lwvpba.org and www.VOTE411.org

To Join the Zoom session, click here.

LWVUS Convention 2020
Theme: Women Powering the Vote for 100 Years

T
he 54th Convention proved that Leaguers could overcome whatever
challenges are thrown in our path! Well done! Yes, being on Zoom for
hours on end was not ideal but it worked well.  Voting with a click was a
major change from the green and red cards.  The caucuses were recorded

so when locked out of a Zoom meeting, one could watch the recording later
and perhaps see another one that was presented at the same time.  

Continued on page 3... Convention

http://www.lwvpba.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/League-of-Women-Voters-of-the-Pensacola-Bay-Area/324634724259495
mailto:lwvpba@gmail.com
http://www.lwvfl.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82906166686%20
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Jane Spruill, President

President’s 
Message

F
irst, I feel honored to have been elected to serve
as Co-President in 2000-2021.  However, this
year has unfolded differently from when Ann
Davis and I started this term. With  Ann's death,

the board members and committees stepped up to share
in getting the critical tasks done. I am appreciative and
forever humbled by the skill, knowledge and
willingness of these dedicated women.   

Many of you participated in May with our first and
SUCCESSFUL virtual annual meeting. We will
continue to bring you relevant information each month
in our Saturday morning events, using the virtual
meeting format. Our website and The VOTER monthly
newsletter will provide content and calendar dates. 

As has been tradition for more than 30 years, we
partnered with WSRE to produce the 2020 Candidate
Rally. This year, due to limitations of COVID-19, the
Rally will be a pre-recorded event in which candidates 
responded to specific questions written by League
members. Be sure to tune in to your local PBS channel
on July 30 and 31 to learn more about these candidates.

And last, I believe that this 100th Anniversary year
will be historic in many ways for the LWV.  It will be
especially noteworthy in that we are NOT easily
discouraged or swayed by the challenges of a global
pandemic or the necessity of alternative voting
methods.  We continue to provide accurate and
non-partisan information to all voters in new and
innovative ways that would make our foremothers
proud!

Jane 

The League extends condolences to

Susan Metzger on the death of her
partner and friend, George Mallams

on April 22, 2020.

2020 Matters - Your Vote Matters

A TRIBUTE TO  ANN DAVIS 

T
his tribute is to the late Ann Davis, Co-President, of
the Pensacola Bay Area League of Women Voters. 
She passed  away on July 2, 2020 at home with
constant care from Gerry Day, the love of her life,

family and Hospice medical staff. A private memorial
service for immediate family was held in Pensacola. 

Ann was a dear friend to many League members. She
was elected Co-President in May at the Annual Meeting.
She was a very  dedicated member serving on the League
Board as a Director for several years. She was the person
who signed you in at the monthly League Programs on
Saturday mornings. She tracked new member activities and
coordinated new Member Coffees.

The League lost a beautiful, creative, intelligent woman,
the kind of friend who makes you feel confident and able.
We all hold close the memories shared with Ann; she will be
missed.

Welcome New Members

Tanya Brashers. Niki Fiedler

Carol Gross Gary McGraw

Nancy Nesvik Caren Payne

Faye Robinson Patricia Spencer

Returning Members
  Frankie Van Horn-Harris

  Kelly and David Richards

  Kathryn ‘Kammy’ Young

LWV of Pensacola Bay Area 
Launches Online Voter 

Education Tool - VOTE411.org

T
his "one-stop shop" for election information provides
simple, easy tools to help Florida voters navigate the
voting process. VOTE411 provides candidate
information, a voter registration tool, polling place

information, and other helpful election information for all
voters nationwide. Thanks to Haley Richards to linking our
local candidate information to www.VOTE411.org. 
Questions? Contact Haley at hrichards at alumni.flagler.edu.

http://www.VOTE411.org.
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Continued from page 1 ... Convention

The Pre-Convention
kickoff featured Virginia
Kase, the League's CEO,
who moderated a panel
of voting rights experts
to discuss how we can
expand the vote and
make our democracy
representative of all. The
conversation included
D.C Mayor Muriel
Bowser; Allison Riggs of
the Southern Coalition
for Social Justice;
Alejandra Castillo of
YWCA USA; and
Valerie Jarrett of When

We All Vote. Jarrett noted, "Congress won't get things
done unless you demand they get it done. Call them out
and use your voice to demand justice and change." In
addition to more than 1,000 delegates watching over
Zoom, our Facebook livestream garnered over 5,000
views!

"Congress won't get things done unless you
demand they get it done. Call them out and
use your voice to demand justice and
change."         Valerie Jarrett 

Convention kicked off with remarks from Chris Carson,
our outgoing LWVUS president, who spoke of the historic
moment we are all living through, the COVID-19
pandemic that requires us to hold our convention digitally
as well as the systemic racism deeply rooted in our
culture. 

She highlighted our League work over the past
biennium, including our impact on more than 12.5 million
voters; our redistricting fight at the Supreme Court and
launching People Powered Fair Maps in the aftermath; and
nearly $1 million in pass-thru grants to Leagues around
the country.

Liz Bender, LWVUS national board member, delivered
remarks honoring our native lands and providing resources
for delegates and observers to learn more about the native
peoples in their jurisdictions around the country.  

Chris Carson announced that the U.S. House of
Representatives passed H.R. 51, the Washington DC
Admission Act. The League has advocated for D.C.
statehood for decades and celebrates this bill which would
establish Washington, D.C. as the 51st state. 

Norah O'Donnell, CBS Evening News anchor and
managing editor, presented the keynote address to the

Convention delegates. She congratulated LWV on 100 years
and spoke about the intersection of activism and journalism.
She said. "One hundred years ago, we advanced equality for
American women. On this historic anniversary, let's advance
equality, period. We should not rest until there are more
Black and Brown women in public office. We should not
settle until a woman of color has an equal opportunity to
cast her vote."

ACTIONS of the LWVUS CONVENTION
! Diversity, Equity and Inclusion were added to the

Bylaws as they are central to League's current and future
success in engaging all individuals in creating a more
perfect democracy. It is a fundamental value and
belongs alongside our hallmark of nonpartisanship.

!  Students who join League are excused from payment of
dues. In the earlier pilot project, there was a 230%
increase in student memberships resulting from free
memberships.

! Abolition of the electoral college by Constitutional
amendment is a LWVUS program item for the
2020-2022 biennium. 

! Concurrence on the Transfer of Federal Public Land was
adopted as submitted. 

! Voter Representation/Electoral Systems Concurrence to
support electoral systems at each level of government
that encourage participation, are verifiable, auditable
and enhance representation for all voters was adopted. 

! Retain all current LWVUS positions in the areas of
representative government, international relations,
natural resources and social policy. 

Program for Work for 2020-2022::
G Campaign for Making Democracy Work®:
G Ensure a free, fair and accessible electoral system for all

eligible voters by focusing on Voting Rights;
G Improving Elections and advocacy for the National

Popular Vote Compact;
G Campaign Finance/Money in Politics; 
G Redistricting;
G Continue to work on urgent issues of Climate Change,

the Equal Rights Amendment, Health Care, Gun Safety,
Immigration and the abolition of the Electoral College.

Resolutions: 
h We reaffirm our commitment to Immigration reform, for

efficient, expeditious immigrant entry into the United
States. The League stands in solidarity with immigrants
and our immigrant rights community partners. Congress
must take immediate action to pass common sense, fair
immigration policies that end the crisis at our borders,
end the separation of families, ensure their health and 

Continue on page 4.....Convention
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Continued from page 3...Convention

safety, and provide a clear path to citizenship, including
DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) young
people. [Immigration]

h We Resolve that the League advocate against systemic
racism in the justice system and, at a minimum, for
preventing excessive force and brutality by law
enforcement. We also call for prompt actions by all
League members to advocate within every level of
government to eradicate systemic racism and the harm
that it causes. 

We Resolve that the League help our elected officials
and all Americans recognize these truths to be
self-evident: that Black, Indigenous and all people of
color (BIPOC) deserve equal protection under the law;
and that we demand solutions for the terrible wrongs
done, so that regardless of race, ethnicity, religion,
disability, and gender identity or sexual orientation we
may truly become a nation "indivisible, with liberty
and justice for all". [Racial Justice]

h We call for an immediate, wide-scale, mobilization by
the United States to restore, protect and fund an
ecologically sustainable environment and climate,
based on an interrelated approach that is
environmentally sound, science based, just and
equitable, dedicated to adequately address the scale
and speed of the global climate change emergency.
[Environment]

This report is from Vivian Faircloth, Haley Richards and
Mary Louise Winter, who participated through Zoom as
delegates to the LWVUS Convention from our local
League. 

 Brief Takeaway
from My 

First National
Convention
Mary Louise Winter

O
ne of the pervasive
themes of the National
Convention was to
successfully promote

diversity within LWV via
recruitment and a more visible presence in the community. 
This also includes attracting younger LWV members as
well.  Two caucuses that I attended effectively focused on
this idea. Here's a brief overview of both:

LWV Caucus Session: Education, Democracy, and the
Harvard Case Study Method

Session led by Harvard professor Dr. David Moss and

sponsored by the LWV of Greenwich (CN) 

Dr. Moss employs a teaching method that allows Civics
students and citizens to engage in a true democratic
experience, just as our forebears did.  Case studies of certain
key episodes in American history are presented to high
school, college students, or community members by teachers
who are trained in the case study method by Dr. Moss. 
However, the critical decision or action taken by our
forebears is not revealed.  Instead, the participants put
themselves in the place of the actual parties involved.  They
must work together to arrive at a decision or action to take
and then defend it:  the true democratic experience!  

The role of the local LWV is to nominate teachers for
this valuable training and to assist them as needed.  The
survey results from participants, on all levels, has
overwhelmingly indicated that they planned to become more
engaged in local and national politics as well as in voting. 
In today's often divisive political climate, a shared
experience such as this also seems like an effective method
to help people better communicate.

LWV Caucus Session: Youth Voter Movement
Session presented by LWV Freemont-Newark -Union

City (NJ)

We can all agree that it is imperative to register young
people as soon as possible, but that it is not always an easy
task to ensure that they show up to cast a ballot.  This local
NJ League decided to draft students to be their leaders of
youth voter registration and get-out-the-vote efforts.  LWV
members acted as mentors and assisted the student leaders in
organizing and coordinating their efforts with schools and
other local events or venues. The student leaders followed
through using various social media platforms to
get-out-the-vote for various local, state, and national
elections.  Since the effort was more "self-directed", it
promoted lots of discourse by both youth and mentors about
issues and candidates.  LWV members hope that the practice
will continue into adulthood and affect family members,
neighbors, and other adults in the community that the youth
interact with.

We can all agree that it is imperative to
register young people as soon as possible,
but that it is not always an easy task to
ensure that they show up to cast a ballot. 

This is a great idea for many reasons but a few of the most
obvious are: 
1. Young people learn best by "doing" and feel more

engaged by participating.
2.   LWV is demonstrating the true democratic experience

where citizens from disparate backgrounds (and ages!)
work together for a common goal. 

3. Young people are way more adept at using social media
to communicate with each other and push each other to
action than many LWV members, myself included!
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Yes, Masks Mandates 
are Constitutional

Elizabeth King

I
t is amazing how many people don’t know the basics of
our government as is demonstrated by their claiming
masks are interfering with their Constitutional Rights.
One of the first things one learns about our system of

government is that it is a Federal System with power
divided between the national
government and the states as is
made clear in the Tenth
Amendment. “The powers not
delegated to the United States by
the Constitution, nor prohibited by
it to the Stares, are reserved to the
States respectively, or to the
people.” 

In Constitutional Law terms
the major power granted to the states is referred to as the
police power ...the ability to enhance the health, safety,
welfare and morals of the community. The states may
delegate this authority to its subunits, i.e. counties and/or
municipalities, if they so desire. 

It is under this concept that states regulate the sale of
liquor and outlaw prostitution. Examples of dealing with
safety include fire codes, requiring vaccinations for 
children to attend public schools and sanitary requirements
for restaurants for protecting health. There are many such
regulations that govern our daily lives and improve our
communities. 

The medical profession has determined that one of the
best ways to lessen the spread of COVID-19 is for everyone
to wear masks when social distancing is impossible,
whether inside or outside. Mask mandates protect the
health of the community; therefore they are constitutional.
Everyone should wear them; It is selfish not to do so. 

New Returning Citizen
 Outreach Training

L
WVFL hosted a training regarding our outreach to
Returning Citizens. Despite the disappointing
Supreme Court ruling staying the pathways created
by the federal trial judge, Leaguers still have so

much work that we can do!  We have entered into a
partnership with ACLU of Florida where they will provide
us the names and phone numbers of over 40,000 Returning
Citizens. We are contacting Returning Citizens who have
completed their sentences and have no outstanding
financial obligation, telling them about their voting
opportunities and answer basic questions that they may
have.  There is a training session and quiz required of
participate in this important venture..
Contact Shirley Lewis-Brown at shirleylewis-brown at
hotmail.com

Are You a Facebook User?

C
heck out our Facebook page (LWV Pensacola Bay
Area) for the latest updates on Vote By Mail (VBM),
restoration of voting rights, reminders of important
dates for voting, candidate forum dates and answers

to some of the frequently asked question about elections.
Our Facebook page is open to the public and if you find the
information useful, share the page and Events with your
friends.

LWVF Issues Guidelines 
for LLs Amidst COVID-19

L
WVFL recommends that volunteers refrain from
person to person contact during the Covid-19
Pandemic. This crisis has adversely affected League

volunteers, many of whom are older, who want to engage
voters prior to the fall election
How would you register voters or provide nonpartisan
information to citizens?  Ideas?  Contact Charlyle Parrish at
ccprrish at usa.net.

State League’s Lunch & Learn Series

T
une in every Friday for the Florida League’s “Lunch
and Learn” series. This series has already presented
many interesting and informational topics with expert

speakers in the field. If unable to join the Zoom session live,
watch for the recording link which is published in the
LWVF newsletters, The Florida Voter. Register - each
member receives a personal invitation or link for these
Friday sessions. Watch your inbox and take advantage of
this opportunity to learn, discuss and ask questions.

Mark Your Calendar for 
September 19 10:00 am 
Zoom League Meeting

N
oted Pensacola native, Dr. Cedric
Alexander, will be the featured
speaker in September. He will

discuss "Acknowledging the Need for
Social Change in the 21st Century." 

Susan B. Anthony guote - “Someone

struggled for your right to vote: use it"
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League in Action 

LWVUS
i Responded to Department of Homeland Security

Crackdown on Portland Protests - Read it here.
i Challenges all efforts and tactics that threaten our

democracy and limit the ability of voters to
exercise their right to vote. Read it here.

i Register to vote, find your polling place, ballot
info, and more at www.VOTE411.org

LWVF
i New Returning Citizen Outreach Training. Contact

Shirley Lewis-Brown
i Voiced Concern Over State-Mandated School

Reopening - Read it here
i Sent a letter to Governor DeSantis to encourage him to

extend the eviction & foreclosure moratorium.  Read it
here.

LWVPBA
i Haley Richards interviewed by Sandra Averhart, News

Director at WUWF about award winning VOTE411.org.

                                       Join the League of   Women Voters Today!

Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy

It’s easy!  Just send your check to:

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS  g  P.O. Box 2023, Pensacola, FL 32513 or PayPal here.

Name _________________________________________ Birth date   ____________  New Mbr? Yes/No

Address: _____________________________________ City _________State ____Zip_______________

Home phone (___)___________ Other (___)____________E-mail ______________________________ 

Add Family Member(s): ________________________        ____________________________________

DUES: $60.00 ______ Additional Mbrs @ $30 _______ Contribution_______ TOTAL____________     

Dues are FREE for a student enrolled in a certificate or degree program. 

� I’m renewing my membership. Date: ______________

Membership dues and gifts to the League of Women Voters are not deductible as charitable contributions for tax purposes.  (Tax deductible

contributions require a separate check written to the LWV Florida Education Fund and should be sent to our local treasurer.)  The League

year runs from June 1 through May 31.  

P. O. Box 2023

Pensacola, FL 32513

I am interested in the following committees (Circle all interests)

Education Natural Resources Juvenile Justice Voter Service
Communications Membership Gun Safety Women’s Issues

I am also interested in the following areas:

Speaker’s Bureau Website  Observer - Governmental Meetings Social Media
Legislative Action Naturalization Newsletter Voter Registration Publicity
Fund-raising Poverty Healthcare

ttps://www.lwv.org/newsroom/press-releases/league-women-voters-responds-dhs-crackdown-portland-protests
https://www.lwv.org/voting-rights/fighting-voter-suppression
http://www.VOTE411.org
https://www.lwvfl.org/league-of-women-voters-of-florida-voices-concern-over-state-mandated-school-re-openings/
https://www.lwvfl.org/league-encourages-governor-to-extend-residential-eviction-moratorium-as-covid-19-continues-to-surge/
https://www.lwvfl.org/league-encourages-governor-to-extend-residential-eviction-moratorium-as-covid-19-continues-to-surge/
https://www.paypal.com/webapps/shoppingcart?flowlogging_id=1a5c6020cd217&mfid=1585710540952_1a5c6020cd217#/checkout/openButton

